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PEL AVIV (Agencies) —The 
Israeli cabinet reaffirmed Sunday 
ts plan for elections in the occn- 
ned West Bank and Gaza Strqj, 
an 18-day political crisis 
which threatened to topple the 
coalition government. 

The 21-4 vote backed tbe prop¬ 
osal for a poll in the occupied 
erritones “without any changes 
>r alterations” and committed 
canisters to Prime Minister Yzt- 

ihak S hamir ’s plan 

The restatement of the initia- 
ive ignored a set of hardline 
auditions that Shamir’s own 
ight-wing Likud bloc had tried to 
ittacfa to the . plan. 

Tbe statement was worked out 
a a c om promise with Vice-Pri¬ 
mer Shimon Peres, head of the 
-abour Party, which bad 
hreatened to withdraw from the 
Jkud-led coalition cabinet over 
he tough conditions. 

Industry Minister Ariel Sharon 
>f Likud, who had pushed die 
ougher stance to Likud approy- 
1, was among voting agarmtf the 
ompromise. Another dissenter 
ras Science Minister Ezer Weiz- 
oan of Labour, who criticised the 
•Ian for not urging peace talks 
•etween brad and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO). 

Emerging from the four-hour 
abinet session, Peres said die 
lectsion was something “we can 
ive with,” meaning an effective 
nd to threats that his party 
rould leave the gove rnm ent. - 

“If the peace initiative-is-the 
mly guiding line of the govexn- 
oent, we shall stay in the govern-, 
oent,” Peres added in remarks to 
eporters. “Today we clarified 
here is Just one guideline.” 

Labour’s threat to topple 
sraePs eight-month-old govem- 
oent came July 12, a week after 
he hardline demands were tack¬ 


ed onto the {dan at a Likud 
centra] committee meeting. 

Despite Peres’ stand, Labour 
spokeswoman Michal Cohen said 
the cabinet vote could not cancel 
a meeting of Labour's central 
co mmi tt e e scheduled Aug. 8 to 
debate leaving the government. 
But Cohen, interviewed by tele¬ 
phone, predicted the motion 
would fall. 

Two other Likud ministers who 
led the original revolt against the 
elections man — Yitzhak Modai 
and David Levy — voted against 
the compromise with Labour. 

Cabinet sources said Modai 
protested that a second vote on 
tife same initiati ve was unpre¬ 
cedented. 

Sharon, who traded insults 
with Shamir last week, avoided 
reporters after the cabinet meet¬ 
ing and his spokesman said he 
had no comment on events. 

Levy told reporters Likud 
ministers were stfll bound by the 
constraints adopted by tbe party 
central co mmi ttee. 

' “The. decisions of the Likud are - 
the vessel, the commitment that 
bind every one of ns,” he said. 

Peres said he believed elections 
could take place wi t hin a year if 
Palestinians were willing to 
negotiate an agreement on the 
plan. 

“I am telling the Palestinians to 
come and negotiate. We recog¬ 
nise your legitimate rights, your 
political rights. We shall sit like 
equals, we shall deaf directly and 
let’s start the process," Peres . 
said. 

The toughest of the Likud con¬ 
ditions attached to the plan was 
delaying any elections until the 
19-month Palestinian uprising is 
ended. 

Another Likud condition left 
out of Sunday’s decision was one 


that ruled out voting eligibility for 
the 140,000 Palestinians in Arab 
Jerusalem. 

After Sunday’s meeting, Weiz- 
man, a former defence minister 
and airforce pilot, told reporters: 
“The PLO is an element without 
winch nothing will move.’ 

Israel Radio reported Weiz- 
man said in the dosed-dooT ses¬ 
sion, “If we want peace, we have 
to talk to the FLO.” 

Peres, speaking on the PLO 
question, said “I think that by not 
speaking to the PLO we brought 
the PLO to peace. If we bad 
recognised the PLO 10 years ago 
it would not have progressed.” 

“The Palestinians now have to 
take another step forward, to 
switch from making decisions by 
arms to making decisions by bal¬ 
lots,” Peres added. 

The cabinet also voted Sunday 
to added ISO milli on shekels ($75 
million) to the budget for battling 
the uprising. 

Political sources said Shamir 
would now step up efforts to find 
Palestinian partners for the plan, 
but leading Palestinians said it 
remained -as unacceptable as 
when the government first 
adopted it two months ago. 

“We accepted the idea of elec¬ 
tions with certain conditions, 
which are still not met by the 
Israeli plan,” said Ramallah 
lawyer Jamil Tarifi, an influential 
nafianatist seen by Israeli officials 
as a 'potential ranrftriatw in the 
elections. 

Despite having rescued his gov¬ 
ernment and saved the plan, Sha¬ 
mir could still face trouble in his 
party from the rebel ministers. 

Sharon, a former defence 
minister who led Israel’s 1982 
Lebanon invasion, was a prime 
mover of tbe Likud group deman¬ 
ding constraints. 


Uno party concedes 
lefeat in elections 


DKYO (Agencies) — Japan’s 
>ng-goveniing liberal Democra- 
c Party (LDP) conceded a major 
efeat in parliamentary elections 
imday as projections suggested 
had lost its upper house major- 
y for tire first time in mare than 
iree decades. 

“This is a big defeat,” LDP 
ecretary General Ryutairo' 
lashim oto said in a televised 
iterview. “I am very sorry." 

A major LDP setback would 
unease pressure for a general 
lection and a change of lead- 
rship in the scandal-plagued 
arty. 

Both the Japan Broadcasting 
rirporation (NHK). and Kyodo 
lews Service said their-projeo- 
ons indicated the Liberal Demo- 
rats were certain to lose their 
lajority in tbe House of Council- 
>is, the upper house of Japan’s 
vo-chamber parliament. Voters 
rere dwarfing half of the house's 
52 seats in Sunday's balloting. 
The LDP ts expected to win no 
lore than 36 of tbe 126 seats at 
nice in the election, NHK said. 
The LDP looked set to win 
nly seven out of 32 seats re- 
orted in early counting, while 
ie main opposition J apan Social¬ 


ist Party was expected to win 16 
of them. 

. The LDP had been widely tip¬ 
ped to suffer a stinging setback in 
the election for bdf the seats in 
the upper house due to public 
anger at a new sales tax and the 
implication of most of the party’s 
leaders in various scandals. 

’ The party needed to win 54 of 
the 126 seats being contested in 
order to preserve its majority in 
the house. 

A serious defeat for the LDP 
could lead to the resignation of 
Premier Sosuke Uno and an early 
general election for the more, 
powerful lower house of parlia¬ 
ment, political analysts say. 

The early projected results 
came largely from rural prefec¬ 
tures which traditionally strongly 
support the conservative LDP, 
em phasising the high anti-LDP 
feeling swearing Japan. 

.The LDP, in power con¬ 
tinuously since 1955, will keep its 
hold on government through its 
majority in tbe more powerful 
lower house, but analysis say an 
LDP defeat could cause major 
delays in paifiamentaiy business. 

Ptditica] analysts noted that be¬ 
came upper house members are 


TakakoDo! 

elected for six years, the outcome 
of Sunday’s vote would have a 
lasting influence on the Japan of 
the early 1990s. 

“We are very moved,” Japan 
Socialist Party Chairman Takako 
Doi told reporters. “But at the 
same time, we are feeling the 
responsibility. The election result 
is due to an honest voter feeling 
tha t the LDP will damage the 
people’s livelihood. 

She said the first thing her 
party would do in the wake of the 
election would be to submit a bill 
to abolish the sales tax, intro¬ 
duced in April, which has been 
the most volatile issue in tbe 
election. 


Andreotti cabinet sworn in 


L (Agencies) — Italj^s 
rat-war government was 
in Sunday and new Pre- 
iulio Andreotti prepared 
ent his cabinet to pariia- 
or a confidence vote, 
reotti formed the five- 
coalition government 
ay, ending a 65-day poli- 
risis brought on by the 
[on of former Premier 
> <fe Mita. . 
coalition is comprised oi 
me centrist parties flat 

iled together for most of 

980 s, and no m ajor 
s in polky were fore- 


The senate is expected to 
bold its debate on the new 

the lower house, is sche¬ 


duled to vote on the new gov¬ 
ernment at week’s end. The 
five coalition parties have a 
com fo rtable majority in parlia¬ 
ment and the government was 
expected to easily win 
approval. 

. Tbe 70-year-old Andreotti 
has said he will concentrate on 
preparin g Italy for 1992, when 
the European Community (EC) 
drops its internal barriers to 
tram and becomes a : single 
market. 

- The new government is ex¬ 
pected to maintain Italy** dose 
ties to the North Atlantic Trea¬ 
ty Organisation (NATO) and to 
the United States.- 
Andreotti noted that:-the-. 
Communists, Italy’s second- 
biggest party, had presented a 
new challenge .'to the - govern¬ 


ment . by forming a shadow 
cabinet, or list of opposition 
“ministers.” 

- ‘The best way to accept this 
challenge is to govern in full 
fight,” he quipped. The Com¬ 
munists have becu kept out of 
the government for four de- 


, Many of the key posts in the 
new - government changed 
hands, but a majority of the 

nw nffiriak had hefrn minister s 

before. 

- Andreotti was premier-twice 
in 3972-73 and three times from 
: 1976.101979. He has served in 
more than a dozen other min¬ 
isterial posts and has been dub¬ 
bed “minister for life.” 

■ ■Commentators said the 
makeup of the new government 
would help its stability. 


A Palestinian girl goes to school under the watcfaftil 
eyes of Israeli soldiers. About 200,MO Palestinian 
children returned to schools in the West Bank 


Saturday after a prolonged closure unposed by the 
Israeli occupation authorities. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A West bank hu¬ 
man rights group said Sunday 
Israeli forces carried out a “sum¬ 
mary, extra-judicial execution” in 
shooting a 17-year-old Palestinian 
July 10. 

An army statement issued at 
the time said the youth was 
wanted by authorities and was 
killed by “security forces” when 
he ignored orders to halt and 
continued to flee. 

Law in .die Service of Man, a 
watch group founded by Palesti¬ 
nian lawyers, said armed men in 
civilian clothing shot Yasser Abu 
Ghosh in the head from a dis¬ 
tance of seven metres during a 
chase in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. 

A statement by the group said 
there was “no attempt to shoot at 
the legs as per army regulations.” 

The five-page statement said 
Abu Ghosh was alive after being 
shot but was denied medical 
attention. 

“After extensive interviews 
with eyewitnesses. Law in tbe 
Service of Man is convinced the 
killing of Yasser Abu Ghosh was 
a case of summary, extra-judicial 
execution by individuals acting on 
behalf of the Israeli authorities.” 

The group said there was a 
“growing number of deliberate 
killin gs'’’ recently but gave no 


details. 

Law in die Service of Man, an 
affiliate of the International 
Commission of Jurists in Geneva, 
Switzerland, said Abu Ghosh had 
twice evaded Israeli forces who 
had chased him through the 
streets of Ramallah. 

On July 10, it said, three men 
got out of a van with blue West 
Bank license plates at a signal 
from a man in a cafe who 
apparently fingered Abu Ghosh. 

Abu Ghosh fled with two com¬ 
panions while three pursuers 
fired pistols in the air as a warn¬ 
ing to halt, the report said. 
However, it said the security men 
did not identity themselves. 

Tbe human rights group said 
one witness beard five shots and 
Abu Ghosh's relatives who 
viewed die body said he was shot 
once in tbe left shoulder and two 
or three times ia the head. 

The report said a Palestinian 
doctor saw Abu Ghosh thrown 
into a jeep and determined he 
still had a pulse. A lawyer was 
quoted in the group’s report 
saying he saw the youth brought 
into a military base moments 
later but saw no evidence of 
medical treatment. 

Thirteen Palestinians were shot 
and wounded Saturday in stone¬ 
throwing clashes with Israeli 
troops in the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip. One victim was a 
14-year-old gjii hit in the chest 
with a rubber coated metal pellet 
of the type used by the army, 
hospital officials said. 

In Gaza City, reporters said 
anti-Palestinian graffiti was seen 
written on the walls along a main 
street. “Palestine is Jewish” and 
“Arabs out" along with stars of 
David were reportedly scribbled 
in English, they said. 

In the West Bank, police re¬ 
ported an Israeli taxi driver was 
stabbed three times by two 
Palestinian passengers who fled 
on foot in the area of Hebron. 

The underground leadership of 
the uprising issued a new leaflet 
Sunday calling for escalating the 
uprising, but warned against un¬ 
restrained attacks on collabor¬ 
ators. 

It called on the underground 
“popular committees to be easy 
in passing verdict and to avoid 
executions, unless justified by the 
seriousness of the crime and 
approved by higher authorities." 

Tbe uudergound leaders reiter¬ 
ated their rejection of Israel’s 
election plan, saying it was only 
meant to “gain more time and 
more opportunities to assassin¬ 
ate” the uprising, and forbid any 
peace meetings between Palesti¬ 
nian notables and Israeli officials. 


Gorbachev appeals to miners; 
Abkhazia remains tense 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead¬ 
er Mikhail Gorbachev went on 
nationwide television Sunday 
urging striking coalminers for the 
second time in 24 hours to return 
to work. 

Up to quarter of a million 
miners in several coalfields across 
the country have walked out in 
the worst labour dispute since the 
early years of communist rule. 

. Announcing that parliament 
would debate the strike Monday, 
Gorbachev said: “We are talking 
about something very serious, 
winch afreets afi of us and is 
directly linked with the way 
things are going with restructur¬ 
ing in our country.” 

Gorbachev said in a television 
interview there was a need to act 
as soon as possible to settle tbe 
dispute. 

It was his second appeal this 
weekend to coalminers who re¬ 
mained on strike Sunday, while. 
civilians with stolen guns roamed 
the Black Sea region of Abkha¬ 
zia, where 20 people have died in 
ethnic unrest. 

Gorbachev and Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov sent a telegram 
to miners Saturday asking them 


to return to their pits and saying 
the two-week strike threatened 
tbe national economy. 

But reports from the coalfields 
said that despite a return to work 
at two dozen pits in the Donbass 
region of the Ukraine, the Soviet 
Union’s largest coal-producing 
area, tens of thousands of miners 
remained on strike there. 

Continued strikes were also re¬ 
ported from other coalfields, 
reaching from the Polish border 
to the Soviet far north, in the 
worst labour unrest since the ear¬ 
ly 1920s. 

In the first indication that toler¬ 
ance of the strikes may be wear¬ 
ing thin, tbe national trade union 
■newspaepr Trod criticised what it 
said was lax discipline among tbe 
Donbass miners. 

Trod said settlement of the 
strike there had been held up by 
“two or three dozen” malcon¬ 
tents, adding that inadequate 
maintenance by the miners en¬ 
dangered both the pits and the 
coal reserves. 

A senior official, meanwhile, 
likened dashes between Geor¬ 
gians and Abkhazians, who want 
a separate republic of their own. 


to the war in Afghanistan. 

Twenty people have died in 
recent clashes in Abkhazia, and 
the offidal TASS news agency 
said civilians armed with stolen 
guns were patrolling the area. 

Public transport in Abkhazia 
was at a standstill, with most 
factories shut down and the 
Sukhumi railway depot on strike. 

Colonel-General Yuri Shata- 
lin, chief of the Soviet Interior 
Ministry troops on patrol in the 
region, told a local news confer¬ 
ence that in some cases complic¬ 
ity by the local police had allowed 
civilians to seize 56 automatic 
weapons, 40 pistols and three 
light machineguns. 

"On July 16 on the bridge in 
the Ochamchir district there was 
a real battle, involving 250 to 300 
people from each side. I have not 
seen anything like it since my 
service in Afghanistan," tbe gov¬ 
ernment newspaper Izvestia 
quoted him as saying. 

Shatalin said Interior Ministry 
troops there would take a new, 
tougher tine following the killing 
of two soldiers in the region, an 
autonomous area within the 
Georgian Republic. 



AMMAN (J.T.J — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
tbe Regent, Sunday received a 
message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from Sudanese leader 
Lieutenant-General Omar Has¬ 
san Al Bashir. The message was 
delivered by Sudanese interior 
Minister Brigadier Faisal Abu 
Saleh, who reassured the Regent 
that the Sudanese people sup¬ 
ported the June 30 military coup 
which overthrew the government 
of Prime Minister Sadeq AI 
Mahdi and brought Bashir to 
power at the head of a revolution¬ 
ary council for national salvation, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

Abu Saleh, who arrived here 
earlier Sunday voiced confidence 
that Sudan was capable of sur¬ 
mounting its difficulties with the 
determination of its people and 
help from Arab countries. 

Tbe Sudanese minister voiced 
appreciation of Jordan's assist¬ 
ance to his country in overcoming 
its ordeals posed by natural cala¬ 


mities. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television. Abu Saleh said the 
new Sudanese leadership was 
ready for direct negotiations with 
the rebel Sudanese People's Li¬ 
beration Army (SPLA) without 
any preconditions towards ending 
the six-year-old rebellion in the 
south of the country. 

The Regent's meeting with 
Abu Saleh was attended by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. 
Royal Court Chief Thouqan Al 
Hiiidawi. King Hussein's political 
and special advisors. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Saleh Masa'dch and De¬ 
puty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Oasem as 
well as the Sudanese ambasador 
to Jordan. 

Abu Saleh, formerly assistant 
military attache in Cairo, was to 
spend Sunday night in Amman 
before leaving for Syria. He is 
also due to visit North and South 
Yemen. 


Mubarak holds surprise 
talks with Sudan leader 


Human rights group accuses 
Israelis of summary execution 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar¬ 
ak held surprise talks with 
Sudan's new mibtaTy ruler in 
Khartoum Sunday amid specula¬ 
tion that Cairo would take a lead 
in trying to end the six-year guer¬ 
rilla war in south Sudan. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
said Mubarak, who stopped off 
enroute to an organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) summit in 
Addis Ababa (see page 8), would 
assume a high-profile diplomatic 
offensive aim ed at halting the 
fighting. 

They said Mubarak, widely ex¬ 
pected to be elected the OAU’s 
new chairman, would draw on his 
dose relations with Ethiopia's 
rulers to appeal to the rebels to 
negotiate peace. 

Sudan has long accused 
Ethiopia of aiding the guerrillas 
of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

Egypt was the first country to 
recognise General Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir’s military junta after 
the June 30 coup which toppled 
the dvilian government of Prime 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi. 

Mubarak, the first head of state 
to visit Khartoum since the coup, 
left for Ethiopia after three hours 


of talks with Bashir which diplo¬ 
mats said provided new evidence 
of Egypt's support for the junta. 

He told reporters that he would 
not hesitate to enter any media¬ 
tion which would support Sudan 
in its efforts to achieve national 
unity. 

During Egypt's years of isola¬ 
tion following its 1979 pact with 
Israel, Cairo played an intense 
behind-the-scenes role in trying 
to achieve peace between 
Mahdi’s government and the 
SPLA. 

Mubarak has said his govern¬ 
ment played a discreet part in 
negotiations which led to the 
signing last November of a now- 
defunct peace accord between the 
SPLA and Sudan's Democratic 
Unionist Party, then a member of 
Mahdi's coalition. 

Bashir has scrapped the pact, 
saying be wants to enter peace 
talks with the SPLA without pre¬ 
conditions. Diplomats said his 
decision caused dismay in Cairo 
which viewed the accord as a 
good basis for a settlement to tbe 
conflict. 

Egypt's relations with Mahdi’s 
government were soured when 
Khartoum accused Cairo of in¬ 
volvement in a foiled coup plot. 


Tens of thousands 
flee Beirut battle 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Forces 
loyal to army commander Michel 
Aroun and Syrian-backed 
Lebanese militiamen continued 
to trade artillery fire in Beirut 
Sunday, forcing lens of thousands 
of residents to huddle in under¬ 
ground shelters or flee to relative 
safety outside the Lebanese 
capital. 

Shells ripped into the suburbs 
of Baabda and Yarzeh where the 
battle-scarred presidential palace 
and defence ministry of Aouq are 
located. 

At least six people were killed 
and eight wounded in the six- 
hour barrage, hospital sources 
said. 

Aoun’s gunners retaliated by 
shelling five villages southeast of 
Beirut, security sources reported. 

The bombardment erupted at 
dawn, forcing thousnads of peo¬ 
ple to rush to underground shel¬ 
ters after their first peaceful night 
since the latest artillery blitz on 
Beirut started Wednesday. 

Lebanese Maronite Christian 
Patriarch Nasrallah Butros Sfeir. 
speaking at Sunday prayers, 
urged the rival forces to spare the 
lives of innocent people and stop 
indiscriminate shelling of civi¬ 
lians. 

“What value is left for 
Lebanese citizens when they ae 
slaughtered like sheep," Sfeir 
said. 

At least 22 people have been 
killed in Beirut in five days of 
bombardments which virtually 
buried an already tattered cease¬ 
fire mediated by the Arab 
League. 

Police estimated that the 
250,000 Beirutis have fled to saf¬ 
er areas in south, east and north 
Lebanon since Friday, when 
fierce barrages of often indiscri¬ 
minate shelling flared setting 
apartment blocks on fire. 


Police said Sunday that a tank 
shell -hit a bouse in the east 
^Beirut suburb of Hadath al day¬ 
break. killing two children and 
rheir grandfather. 

The children's father. Emile, 
40. was critically wounded in the 
head and was in intensive care in 
hospital, a police spokesman 
said. 

Abi Shahin's wife and his other 
son Tony, 12, were also 
wounded. 

Lebanese Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) leader Walid Junb- 
lan, who is backed by Syrian 
troops in his struggle a gainst 
Aoun. Saturday night held out an 
olive branch, but said the battle 
was only just beginning. 

Excerpts from his speech at a 
rally in his Shouf Mon tain stron¬ 
ghold were broadcast by his voice 
of the mountain radio station 
Sunday. 

He accused Aoun of waging a 
“crusade backed by Israel and the 
West to invade Muslim areas and 
set up a Christian Israel in Leba¬ 
non. If this is what Christians 
want, then we're going to do 
battle.” 

Junblan called for the estab¬ 
lishment of a “secular, unified 
state comprising west Beirut, its 
southern slums, the Shouf, as 
well as south, east and north 
Lebanon. 

“Let the Christians have their 
Monte Carlo. We don't want it," 
Junblatt said. “We want a divorce 
and I call for total unification 
with Syria.” 

Beirut was like a ghost town on 
either side of the dividing green 
line. A few sidewalk cafes opened 
in areas that were not being hit, 
but only a handful of people 
risked going out for a coffee. 

Thousands of families used 
brief lulls in the shellfire to pack 
up and leave the ravaged city. 
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Kabul rocket attacks 
could backfire on rebels 


By Malcolm Davidson 
Reuicr 

KABUL — A few rockets fired 
by guerrillas brought death and 
destruction to the streets of the 
Afghan capital this weekend, 
probably doing much more harm 
than good to the rebel cause. 

Most of the 40 men, women 
and children killed and the 114 
that survived with serious injuries 
were ordinary Kabulis. 

Few probably actively liked the 
government, one diplomat said. 
Many probably sympathised with 
the Mujahedeen's goal of over¬ 
throwing the Soviet-backed admi¬ 
nistration of President Na- 
jibullah. 

“But if they continue this way 
the Mujahedeen will absolutely 
lose.” he said. “It will be abso¬ 
lutely counter-productive and 
lose them support.” 

Najibullah's government has so 
far defied many predictions, 
especially in the West, that it 
would not last more than a few 
weeks after Soviet troops with¬ 
drew from Afghanistan in 
February. 

The Mujahedeen dream of captur¬ 
ing the eastern city of Jalalabad 
as a base for their provisional 
government has turned to dust, 
although fierce fighting continues 
in the region bordering Pakistan. 

The government has been able 
to look on as the unifying glue 
provided by the Soviet presence 
has broken down in sometimes 
murderous infighting among the 
seven major rebel groups based 
in Pakistan. 

The United States, the main 
backer of the Mujahedeen in 
both arms and political support, 
remains, publicly, fully commit¬ 
ted to their cause. 

Military experts say there is no 
sign so far of the new weapons 
promised to the rebels to help 
them counter government air 


power which has proved decisive 
to its success. 

Diplomats on both sides of the 
political divide agree the Mujahe¬ 
deen have lost the initiative and 
must make military gains before 
they can even contemplate peace 
talks. 

“I think the game is now poli¬ 
tical and the military is in support 
of the political exercise,” an 
Asian ambassador said. 

“The Mujahedeen would like a 
few cards in their hands before 
they would consider some son of 
dialogue." 

The government has warned 
Kabulis to be ready for a long, 
hot summer of Mujahedeen 
attacks. 

After several months of rela¬ 
tive lull, 65 rockets fell on Kabul 
in one day earlier this month, 
fired from rugged, dun-coloured, 
mountains that surround the 
capital. 

In terms of casualties, the six 
rockets that fell on Saturday was 
the worst attack Kabul had seen, 
a government spokesman said. 

Twenty people were killed in¬ 
stantly when a rocket slammed 
into a crowded bus station in the 
dty centre or died later from 
terrible wounds caused by heavy 
chunks of metal shrapnel. 

“As Ear as casualties and the 
impact, it was perhaps the worst. 
It was unprecedented,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Mohammad 
Nabi Am am said. 

A week before, a massive car 
bomb was detonated by remote 
control in a shopping street in the 
area, Idling nine people by 
official count. 

Both the bomb and rockets 
showed the Mujahedeen’s ability 
to strike at the heart of Kabul 
where government ministries and 
the presidential palace are con¬ 
centrated. 

They have also given some 


Tokyo sees U.S. 
policy getting better 


ABU DHABI (AP)—Tokyo has 
detected a "subtle change for the 
better” in U.S. Middle East poli¬ 
cy under President George 
Bush's administration, a senior 
Japanese official said Sunday. 

Ryohei Murata. Japan's vice 
minister of foreign affairs, was 
addressing reporters during a 
two-day visit to the United Arab 
Emirates on his way to Cairo to 
attend a Japanese ambassadors 
conference. 

The conference, which opens 
Tuesday, will deal with what role 
Japan could play in helping de¬ 
velop the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess. 

He did not elaborate on how 
U.S. policy has changed. 

But Japan is pro-Arab and he 
was apparently reflecting Tokyo 
satisfaction with what is seen as 
more balance in Washington's 
traditional pro-Israeli tilt follow¬ 
ing criticism of the Zionist state's 
actions and the U.S. dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) that began 
last December. 

Murala said the 19-month-old 
Palestinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip was “an important move in 
the voice of liberation." 

He said Japan wants to help 
produce a lasting peaceful solu¬ 
tion to the Palestinian problem 
and pointed to "the modest, but 
effective role Japan can play as a 
global economic power." 

Stability in the Middle East is a 
vital issue for Japan, which im¬ 
ports about 60 per cent of its oil 
needs from the region. 


Peace in Guff 

For this reason, Japan has akn 
been interested in seeing a peace 
treaty between Iran and Iraq. 
Fighting in the Gulf war halted 
last August when a United Na- 
tions-spoosored cease-fire took 
effect, but peace talks have 
stalled. 

Murala affirmed Japan's readi¬ 
ness to play a key role in both 
countries' post-war reconstruc¬ 
tion programmes. Tokyo main¬ 
tained good ties with Baghdad 
and Tehran during the war. 

The UAE has traditionally has 
good links with Iran and Murata 
was expected to sound out UAE 
officials ou their assessment on 
peace prospects in the Gulf. 

Japanese diplomats said Mura¬ 
ta was to discuss recent develop¬ 
ments in the Middle East and 
Iran-Iraq peace efforts with Fore¬ 
ign Ministry officials. 

Economic interests 

The UAE is one of Tokyo's major 
oil suppliers. Japanese imports in 
the first quarter of this year were 
estimated at $1.4 billion, includ¬ 
ing $1 billion in crude oil and 
$184 million in gas. 

The trade balance, heavily in 
favour of the UAE, showed only 
$349 million worth of Japanese 
exports to the Gulf state, mostly 
electronics and transport vehi¬ 
cles. 

Figures for last year showed 
Japanese imports from the UAE 
worth $5.3 billion, while exports 
were valued at $1.3 billion. 


people in the international com¬ 
munity the jitters and could 
jeopardise plans for the United 
Nations aid agencies to replace 
more expatriate staff. 

Najibullah, a former secret 
police chief, has won respect for 
bis performance over the past few 
months, although his departure 
remains the most basic rebel con¬ 
dition for talks. 

“I think Najibullah has grown 
in stature since the Soviet with¬ 
drawal,” the Asian ambassador 
said. “He has led his ride effec¬ 
tively and he has come across in 
his public pronouncements as a 
man that is reasonable.” 

He constantly promotes bis 
policy of national reconciliation 
as the only way to bring peace to 
Afghanistan after 10 years of civil 
war. 

But there are whispers in 
Kabul of possible dissent in the 
ruling People's Democratic Party 
of Af ghanis tan. 

Tamyoon Kamran, a party man 
and vice-chancellor of Kabul Uni¬ 
versity acknowledged that some 
activists advocate a return to the 
socialist ideology the party aban¬ 
doned in favour of national re¬ 
conciliation, but he said they 
were weak. 

Standing behind the govern¬ 
ment is always its chief benefac¬ 
tor, the Soviet Union. 

Without the daily arrival of 
Soviet transport aircraft firing 
dozens of magnesium flares to 
ward off Stinger missiles fired by 
the rebels, the government would 
be in trouble. 

The air bridge saw Najibullah 
through the winter when snow 
and the guerrillas frequently cut 
the road from Kabul across high 
mountains to the Soviet border. 

He still needs it Although 
convoys are coining down the 
Sabng Highway, food costs re¬ 
main nigh and supplies of fuel are 
very short. 


Sudan junta 
fires more 
officers 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan’s military junta is quiet¬ 
ly retiring army officers and 
releasing from detention some 
politicians associated with die 
civilian government it toppled 
on June 30, sources in Khar¬ 
toum said Sunday. 

The diplomatic and 
Sudanese sources said at least 
270 officers had been pen¬ 
sioned off, an increase of 170 
over the past 11 days. 

Scores of policemen, fire 
officers and prison officials 
were being asked to leave as 
welL 

The sources said the 15-man 
junta had freed from detention 
a former Information Minis ter 
A1 Toum Mohammad AJ 
Toum and former Minister of 
State for Relief Ahmed Saad 
Omar. Both are members of 
the Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP). 

Former Irrigation Minister 
Mahmoud Beshir Gamaa of 
ousted Prime Minister Sadeq 
A1 Mahdfs Umma Party was 
freed together with Khakd 
Farah, editor of the banned 
independent newspaper A1 
Siyassa. 

Umma and the DUP were 
the main partners in the 
MafadMed coalition toppled by 
the junta which is headed by 
General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir. 

About 50 politicians associ¬ 
ated with Mahdi's three-years 
in power have been defamed. 

Bashir said that Mahdi and 
DUP leader Mohammed Os¬ 
man A1 Mirghani are among 
those detained who wonkl be 
tried on corruption charges 
and could face the death 
penalty. 



Street battle ... masked Palestinian women flee 
from a burning street barricade at Bethlehem as 
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Israeli troops arrive to pot an end to the demon¬ 
stration 


Khalaf warns of resurgence 
of radicalism in PLO ranks 


KUWAIT (AP) —• A senior 
Palestinian official has been 
quoted as saying that moderates 
within the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) can no lon¬ 
ger convince hardliners of the 
value of peace overtures with 
Israel. 

fialah Khalaf, cofounder of the 
Fateh movement, warned in an 
interview with the newspaper A1 
Qabas of a resurgence of ramcalisui 
within Fateh, the mainstream 
PLO faction, because of “U.S. 
failure to respond to Palestinian 
peace inclinations.” 

“We support the notion that all 
factions including the hardliners 
should express themselves, be¬ 
cause their viewpoints may be 
better than ours after our peace 
initiative failed in dealing with 
Israel and the United States,” he 
said. 

Khalaf is second-in-command 
of Fateh, which is headed by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat- 

Interviewed in Tunis, where 
the PLO has had its headquarters 
swing its 1982 evacuation from 
Beirut, he said; “We, in Fateh, 
are extremely disappointed... we 
are called upon to reappraise our 



_ St :i£S 

fiabih Klurfaf 

previous steps and embark on a 
new approach with file United 
States, Israel and all that is taking 
place in the region.” 

He said: “We are not sorry for 
launching the PLO peace initia¬ 
tive because we uncovered the 
U.S. intentions...” 

Khalaf recently met twice with 
U.S. Ambassador to Tunis 
Robert Pelletreau, the only 
American diplomat authorised to 
make contacts with the PLO since 
Washington dropped its 13-year 
ban on dealings with the PLO in 


December. 

It was after Arafat publicly 
recognised Israel's right to exist 
and renounced terrorism that the 
U.S. administration, then under 
president Ronald Reagan, agreed 
to start a dialogue with the PLO. 

The PLO has demanded that 
the level of these talks be up¬ 
graded, but there has been no 
sign that the State Department is 

willing to do that 

“We have lost ability to con¬ 
vince the hardliners that we have 
achieved something,” Khalaf told 
A1 Qabas. 

He slashes out at radicalism in 
Israel which last week found In¬ 
dustry Minister Ariel Sharon call¬ 
ing for-the “elimination” of 
Arafat. 

“Why does Israel have the 
right to have a Sharon and we 
don't have this right?” he said, 
defending hardliners who have 
argued against Arafat's peace 
overtures, leastly not before 
Israel agrees to the concept of 
trading land for peace. 

Khalaf said that the PLO lead¬ 
ers would not be intimidated by 
Sharon's threats, “because they 
are not new.” 
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Israeli Jeep hits mine, soktter 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli army jeep Wt a 

Sarurday during a patrol neur Hasbayya m South Lebawm, the 

evacuated to Rambam hospital m Haifa.tiwi 
The ieep was on a routine patrol some three 

Zumriya checkpoint at the edge of the *5*^*®^^ * J *^*^3 I 
rotw" mine, the army swd. The 

10- to 15- kflametre-wide enclave carved out byjBnrtaSit r »t 
withdrew the bulk of its forces from Lebanon m 1WS ,.mSkmmg a 
1982 invasion of that country. The zone ift-aow patrolled[byname 
1,500 Israeli troops and £500 members of the South Lmm&m 
Army, an Isracli-oacked local militia. 

Lebanese woman arrested with heroin 

LARNACA (AP) — A 42-year-ohJ Lebanese 

_- .i t — #•■««Mmc hnfnrt fauna-U WnsmiHHigi nf 



a raw won w,u«.—r imprisoned far eight days pending 
the completion of police investigations. Fohcc.pui the areet value 
of the heroin at $150,000. Police pro<oa«pr Ctartic Kyr g^tpkl 
the court Ziaoudi revealed that following her arrival In born from 
the pon of Jounieb north of Beirut she had p la nned fopyto Roa e, 
Italy, to deliver the heroin to a contact. Kynacou said tj Kw oaiftQ 
hurt transited Cyprus many times in the past five are 

investigating whether other persons in Cyprus are cooperatingWph 
her, he added. He said the heroin was hidden in secret compart¬ 
ments in her suitcase and her handbag. 

Turkish-Cyprlot court convicts protesters 

NICOSIA (R) — Crowds demanding stiff penalties dem onstra ted 
Satu rd a y outside a Turkish-Cypriot court which goe vpaed -1Q- 
Greek Cypriots of illegal entry during a green line protest. “I 
believe it* has been proved by the (prosecution) attorney that the 
defendants did commit the offences." said Judge Gornu Bremen, 
convicting the first batch of Greek Cypriots, to appear before her. 
But she delayed sentencing, saying she could not proceed became 
of the noise made outside the court by about 400 Turkish Cypriots 
chanting “We want the priests... we want the murderers 
punished." Two priests were among 10$ Greek Cypriots seized on 
Wednesday after they stormed into a Nicosia section of the buffer 
zone dividing, the island to protest the 15-year-old Turkish 
intervention in northern Cyprus. 

Iran seizes contraband carpets 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said on Saturday ft had made its biggest 
seizure of contraband carpets in u decade, uncovering a cargo 
worth millions of dollars hidden in tanker trucks. The Iranian news 
agency IRNA said two people had been arrested in connection with 
the plot to smuggle out 774 handwovencarpets. It quoted a security 
official as saying the consignment was worth tens of billions of rials, 
equivalent to tens of millions of dollars at the black market 
exchange rate. "This is the largest cargo of smuggled carpets in the 
region since the victory of the (1979) revolution.” the official arid. 
Handwoven carpels are Iran's main non-oil export item, bringing 
in several hundred millions of dollars a.year. But officiate and 
exporters complain that rhe illegal trade almost equate legal 
exports. • . ___ 

‘Moscow will renew ties with Israel’ 

KUWAIT (R) — A senior Soviet envoy was quoted Saturday as 
saying that Moscow would renew diplomatic relations with Israel 
and was ready for links with Saudi Arabia *-A time wilt come when 
normal relations are restored (with Israel)." Kuwait's AJ Anbaa 
newspaper quoted Deputy Foreign Minister Guennadi Tarassov as 
saying inau interview in Tunis: VTn principle the lack of diplomatic 
relations between countries in modem times is considered unnatu¬ 
ral.” But he added Moscow would only consider renewing ties with 
Israel afteran international Middle East peace conference. He was 
also quoted as saying that Moscow was prepared to open an 
embassy in Riyadh as soon as the Saadis were ready. “We 
understand that the presence or lack of embassies is an issue 
related to the policies of the two parties, but Moscow sees nothing 
that would prevent restoring relations,” be said. Saudi Arabia 
broke off diplomatic relations with Moscow m 1938. Led by the 
Soviet Union, ail Eastern bloc nations, except Romania, severed 
tics with Israel during, the 1967 wax. 
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Iran on tightrope between religion and politics 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Iran’s new leaders are 
walking a tightrope, trying to 
balance the material aspirations' 
of 50 million Iranians against the 
raw Islamic fundamentalism that 
swept the mullahs to power a 
decade ago. 

Foreign and Iranian political 
analysts said in Tehran last week 
that more pragmatic leaders, such 
as Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani, want 
to satisfy the needs of a people 
who face a chronic shortage of 
the most basic goods. 

But to do so, they cannot 
afford to undermine the strict 
Islamic precepts upon which their 
own authority rests. ' 

“We’ve seen it most lately in 
China. If you let go too fast, 
people want more," said a Gulf- 
based diplomat, referring to Chi¬ 
na's bloody crackdown against its 


student-led democracy move¬ 
ment after ten years of economic 
liberation . 

To threaten Islam would also 
alienate powerful, conservative 
mullahs entrenched in Iran's holy 
city of Qorh, and a generation of 
revolutionary radicals who wish 
to keep the Islamic republic iso¬ 
lated from the outside world at 
any cost, the analysts said. 

“As far as it is possible for us, 
we will rule .under the Islamic 
code. This is our duty,” said 
Iran’s new spiritual leader Ali 
Khamenei, who succeeded 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
last month. 

Both Khamenei and Rafean- 
jani, who is certain to win tire 
July 28 presidential elections, 
stand for economic revival to 
arrest rapidly declining Living 
s tandar ds. 

Inflation is ramphant, and a 
flourishing black market is openly 
tolerated by the authorities. 


But the type of Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism which toppled the 
Shah of Iran in 1979, is less 
effective when it come to staging 
an economic revival after eight 
years of war with Iraq and ten 
years of revolution that destroyed 
most business initiative. 

Since the ceasefire, Iran has 
promoted dose relations with its 
few wartime allies, such as North 
Korea. 

It has also improved economic 
ties with the Soviet Union which, 
with the United States, Iran had 
always regarded as one of the two 
“Great Satans.” 

Islam’s strictures against usury 
are among factors that have pre¬ 
vented Iran from taking full 
advantage of foreign loans to help 
its economy. 

And Khomeini's doctrinal dis¬ 
like of capitalism discouraged en¬ 
trepreneurs in a land where a 
major paper, the daily Ettelaat, in 
March said: “At least take a few 


corrupt businessmen, line .Lem 
up against the wall... and fire the 
bullet of justice.” 

"The imam ‘(Khomeini) suc¬ 
ceed in bringing Islam oat of the 
seminary ami made it into the 
manager of the nation,” Rafsan¬ 
jani said Saturday at a speech in 
Tehran. 

But after the years of revolu¬ 
tion and war, during which the 
government could draw upon the 
nationalistic and religious fervour 
of the Iranian people, the last 
year has been the first that deric- 
al Iran has governed in peace. 

A year ago to the day, 
Khomeini said he accepted the 
“poison” of the ceasefire with the 
Iraq. 

And when the guns finally 
fell silent on Aug. 20, there were 
expectations that Iran would re¬ 
construct and emerge from poli¬ 
tical and economic isolation. 

Businessmen and governments 
from East and West saw in Iran a 


major new economic partner and 
jostled to win a major chunk or 
Iran's post-war reconstruction. 

But the Salman Rushdie affair 
and Khomeini's reaffirmation of 
fundamentalism have dashed the 
hopes of many who hoped for a 
new order in Iran, 

Khomeini, fearing that the 
mere possibility of political and 
economic liberalisation was 
enough to threaten Islamic pur-, 
fty. swung the country sharply 
back to the path of strict Islam. 

"Khomeini saw - in Salinan 
Rushdie, something the Iranian 
people could identify with — an 
cnqiny to take the place of Iraq— 
an Islamic rallying point" said a 
Gulf-based diplomat. 

And political analysts say (hat 
until Iran’s leaders get to grips 
with tht* throny issue of-balancing 
rebgion and politics there is little 
agn that the Islamic republic will 
be capable of emerging from 
Khomeini's shadow. 
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At Jhe end of the cehftra&m, 


Department Ham Abdul Rahman on the university’s development 
and achievements. (Petra) 

MEETING ON TEACHING BIOLOGY: Yaxxnouk University 
• t ^~ e R? 1 * “ week-long meeting of the international 
committee for teaching biology, Much will be hel d at Moscow 
University early September. The university’s representative to tbe 
meetings, Mo h a m ma d Snbbarim, said Yazznouk University will 
submit two working papers on die basic needs of Jordanians and 
linking them with teaching biology and the possibility of drawing up a 
universal curriculum for biology in order to protect the earth from 
pollution. (Petra) 

PREPARATIONS FOR NEW SCHOLASTIC YEAR: Prepara¬ 
tions for the new scholastic year were the. subject of discussion at a 
meeting held at Irbid Education Department Sunday, under the 
chairmanship of the Education Ministry Secretary General Muntber 
A1 MasrL The meeting was attended by all the department's heads of 
sections and division*. Later Sunday Masri, accompanied by the 
Education Department director visited die summer dote and Dibbin 
scooting camp, where be inspected the various activities. (Petra) 

•ICO TEAM LEAVES FOR 7 CAIRO: A delegation representing 
the Jordan Cooperative Organisation (JCO) Sunday left for Cairo on 
an eight-day working visit to Egypt, daring which the delegation 
members will discuss with their counterparts scopes of bilateral 
cooperation and will gather first band information about the 
cooperative activities and projects in Egypt. (Petra) 

CAEU TO DISCUSS FOOD SECURITY: The Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) will take part in the 9th meeting of tbe 
inter-Arab working group on food security, which starts in Khartoum 
Tuesday. The CAEU win submit a working paper oa Arab 
agricultural coordination and integration, and the role played by the 
snail farmers in achieving balanced regional development. (Petra) 

CONFERENCE ON LITERARY CRITICISM: A general confer¬ 
ence on literary criticism will open Monday at Yannoak University 
with foe participation of representatives of Arab universities in Iraq, 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Kuwait, Libya, Algeria, North. Yemen, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and Jordan. A university official 
said that the three-day conference will address topics related to 
literary criticism through a number of working papers to be 
submitted by the pa rtic ipa t in g professors. (Petra) -- - 

CHARITY BAZAAR: A week-long charity bazaar was opened 
Sunday at Hai Nazzal Social Development Centre. The bazaar in 
which several voluntary societies are participating, includes hand¬ 
icrafts such as embroidery, artificial flowers, dresses, knitwear, 
ornaments and children’s toys. .(Petra) 

BEEHIVE PROJECT IN MU’AB: The Rural Women’s Vocation- 
al Training and Production Society in Mn’ab, an income generating 
project, aimed at enabling rural women to raise proper income for 
them and their families, has started yielding the fruit of a 50 beehive 
project set up by the society in cooperation with Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. The society’s chairwoman, Jawaher Tarawneh, s ai d that 
the project, including SO beehives put op on an area of 25 dunums, is 
the only income-generating project that the society has. She voiced 
appreciation on NHFfor its support and fta providing the fixed costs 
of the project as well as for its contribution to the recurrent costs of 
the project for a period of three years. (Petra) 

MOROCCAN TEAM TO ARRIVE WEDNESDAY: A team 
repr esen ti ng municipalities in Morocco will arrive here Wednesday 
for a visit to Amman and talks with its mayor and numidpaj conned 
for a visit to Amman and talks with its mayor and municipal oooncfl 
on bolstering cooperation in municipal services between tbe Moroc¬ 
can and Jordanian cities. According to a spokesman forGreater 
Amman Municipality, the team will group foe mayor ofNCkn^Mr. 
Mokhtax Masmoudi, and the bead of the municipal council of Rabat, 
Yousef Edrisi. During their four-day stay here, the team members 
will tour a number of municipal projects and archaeological and 
touristic sites in tbe Kingdom. (Petra) 

THIEVES APPREHENDED: Four young men were apprehended 
bv foe Amman police following their involvenmntin arobbory ata 
car service station in foe capital. A report in Al Ra i Arabic daify said 
that the four, who were unidentified by foe police, bad formed foe 
station and got away with a number of cm motor, and lubncatog^ 
SmsTbe owner of foe station ^ Hasta JJifmahram^atdy 
contacted the police soon after his cfisoovmy of the robbe^. Gne iaf 
foe group was apprehended a few days ago; a^aceo^gto foe 
“port he admitted to taking part m the robbeiy along wrth his 
friends- The stolen oil was retrieved and r ®™* d c t< ? 311(1 

the youths were referred to court, the report said. (Petra) 

BILBEISl GETS NEW POST: Ministry of Health Secretary 
General Dr. Anwar BSbeisi has been chosen to SI foe post of 
executive director general of foe Islamic Academy for Science and 
Technology. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following /Brings are compiled torn monthly buBetins^and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to venfy thc Ested 
rime and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


* A plastic arts exhibition by fo* Stwfeot Affairs D^rtoent’s 
panting Club at foe Yartnouk University at the Housing Bank 

Art GaHery. 

BAZAAR 


Ministry prepares to establish 


Seminar on re-use of treated effluence opens 


environment information centre Jordan has 12 wastewater 

if 

AMMAN ^ public in the means of protecting Tal said that eight committees - . — __ mm ^ 

Nfi n^ y of Mnmapa] and Rnral foe environment, Tal noted. have been formed with repre- - M«lln3S 

Aflaus and foe Environment is He said that the team prepar- sentatwes coming from foe agri- BSCl BiH I BBS H B* BJldllB wSr 

now dome the necessary imtjh and rk* ~ _i i , - K 


fonr fMmSng ““ 

A s y fn P osiura was held Sunday al 
311(1 Technology, during which foe 
^ J ° rd! ? n Nnnan fi Association talked about foe muring 
Mdnwiew^ the rules and regulations that govern practising this 
profession. He also outlined the objectives of establishing the JNA. 


S!?™ TEAM: A 14-member student delegation 
from high schools in foe United States, currently taking'part in foe 
retra summer study programme, Sunday called at foe University of 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Municipal and Rnral 
Affairs and foe Environment is 
now domg the necessary legal and 
procedural work prior to the 
gsfahHghtwent of a national and 
regional environment informa¬ 
tioncentre, Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En¬ 
vironment Yousef Hamdan Al 
Jaber announced Sunday. 

In a statement to foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Jaber said 
that foe Ministry has determined 
foe broad outlines of a develop¬ 
ment plan for immiopalitics that 
will provide foe means for the 
disposal of waste and garbage 
whole, at foe same time, protect¬ 
ing the environment 
=- The minister also said that 
comprehensive studies will be 
conducted on tbe overall environ¬ 
mental situation in Jordan to be 
incftzded in a document to be 
submitted to specialised United 
Nations agencies. 

The Department of Environ¬ 
ment director at tbe ministry. Dr. 
Sufian Al Tal, told Petra that the 
national environment protection 
strategy provides for the most 
appropriate exploitation of Jor¬ 
dan’s natural resources in addi¬ 
tion to protecting foe environ¬ 
ment. 

‘The national strategy” he said 
“is being implemented in coop¬ 
eration with tbe International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources, 
which helped to provide foe 
Kingdom with more than 
$300,000 from the United States 
Agency for International De¬ 
velopment (USAID).” 

The strategy entails combatting 
desert encroachment ova- arable 
land, dealing with industrial • 
pollution, spreading public 
awareness, and educating tbe 


public in the means of protecting 
the environment, Tal noted. 

He said that foe team prepar¬ 
ing foe strategy is involved in 
gathering and analysing informa¬ 
tion related to tbe socio-econo¬ 
mic conditions in tbe Kingdom, 
updating information and data 
about the country's natural re¬ 
sources, examining obstacles that 
obstruct the full exploitation of 
these resources, ana reviewing 
other countries’ experiments in 
environmental protection proce¬ 
dures that might benefit Jordan. 

“As the official and authorised 
government agency dealing with 
questions related to the environ¬ 
ment, tbe ministry is consulting 
and coordinating with various 
other departments and agencies 
in working out plans for protect¬ 
ing the environment and curtail¬ 
ing poDntion," Tal noted. 

Tal said that the major en¬ 
vironmental problems in Jordan 
includes the diminishin g areas of 
agricultural lands, the destruction 
of many types of plants and wild 
anlmaJ species, con tamina tion of 
stream and river waters as a result 
of dumping industrial waste, and 
the pollution of foe atmosphere. 

He said that the strategy pro¬ 
vides for a ban on building opera¬ 
tions on fertile and arable land, 
measures for preserving the soil 
and preventing soil erosion, as 
well as steps to help reduce pollu¬ 
tion of surface and underground 
water and the atmosphere. 

The strategy entails directing 
population settlement in foe east¬ 
ern areas of Jordan, increasing 
the area of green land, planting 
large number of forest trees 
everywhere, controlling hunting 
and fishing operations, and prom¬ 
oting and increasing wildlife re- 


Tal said that eight committees 
have been formed with repre¬ 
sentatives coming from the agri¬ 
cultural land, water, population, 
mineral, archaeological, cultural 
and other sectors. 

Altogether there are 80 special¬ 
ists working on tbe plan and 
providing ideas and solutions for 
different problems, Tal added. 
These teams will bold their first 
full meeting before the end of this 
month to discuss an executive 
programme for the national 
strategy. Tal pointed out. 

Earlier this year, two Swedish 
experts working for the Depart¬ 
ment of the Environment raised 
questions regarding air and water 
pollution in Jordan, as part of a 
long-term problem identification 
project to improve environmental 
conditions in the Kingdom. 

Following two weeks of work 
is tbe country, during which they 
toured a number of wastewater 
treatment plants, river basins and 
dams, the Swedes said that many 
areas in Jordan have contamin¬ 
ated water. Zarqa was particular¬ 
ly identified as being heavily pol¬ 
luted as a result of industries and 
municipal wastewater treatment 
along the Zarqa River. 

The experts said that tbe pollu¬ 
tants in Zarqa can have negative 
effects on health, including lung 
disease. 

In its drive to curb pollution in 
Jordan, the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and foe En¬ 
vironment helped organise and 
took part in a three-day seminar 
last December to dealing with the 
negative effects of agricultural 
projects on the environment and 
a second seminar on environmen¬ 
tal pollution by chemical subst¬ 
ances held here last February. 


New department works to boost 
investment climate in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — A depart¬ 
ment, set up by foe Ministry of 
Industry and Trade to encourage 
investments in Jordan, presented 
a working paper on the invest¬ 
ment climat e and opportunities in 
the Kingdom to the fifth Jorda¬ 
nian expatriates conference ear¬ 
lier this month. 

According to a senior depart¬ 
ment official Izzat Al Azizi, the 
department also held several con¬ 
tacts and meetings with tbe ex¬ 
patriates to discuss the paper 
which dealt with the role of ex¬ 
patriates in boosting tbe country’s 
development projects. 

He said that apart from the 
working paper, the department 
held a series of meetings with the 
expatriates to orient them on 
! Jordan’s investment potentials 
and to help them pave foe way for 
their contribution in a number of 
projects. 

The department has already 
published a guidebook for inves¬ 
tors in Jordan, outlining the va¬ 
rious incentives to and privileges 
i for investors, provided by Jorda¬ 
nian law to encourage invest¬ 
ments, Azizi noted. 

He said that the department is 
currently implementing an infor¬ 
mational plan designed to high - 
, fight investment projects. 

This plan, he said, entails hold¬ 
ing seminars on radio and televi¬ 


sion, launching a media camp ai g n 
in Jordan and other Arab states, 
and appointing commercial 
attaches in all Arab and foreign 
countries where Jordanian ex¬ 
patriates live. 

Azizi pointed out that foe ex¬ 
patriates have already been in¬ 
formed of tbe main areas of 
investment in Jordan through the 
working paper presented to the 
conference. 

He said that details about 38 
investment projects in industrial, 
technological, touristic and ser¬ 
vices fields were contained in tbe 
working paper which was pre¬ 
pared in cooperation with a num¬ 
ber of officials from the Ministry 
of Planning and the Royal Scien¬ 
tific Society (RSS). 

The working paper explained 
various aspects of agricultural in¬ 
vestments and the facilities and 
infrastructure, such as roads, 
which tbe government provides 
for foe investors. It rited develop¬ 
ment projects in tbe Hammad 
Basin and the lands in the Disi 
and Sahl Al Snwan in southern 
Jordan and the Jordan Valley as 
examples. 

Azizi said that investments are 
wanted in animal feed produc¬ 
tion, livestock wealth and lean 
meat production, which is much 
in demand here, and foe produc¬ 
tion of cereals and planting of 


fruit trees. 

Azizi said that industries for 
manufacturing sanitary equip¬ 
ment, aluminium products, con¬ 
struction material, and petroche¬ 
micals are among the most 
wanted products in foe country. 

He said that investors can 
embark on touristic projects such 
as hotels and summer resorts and 
can benefit from existing infras¬ 
tructure facilities and Jordan’s 
tourist agreements with other 
countries. 

Azizi was speaking during a 
s eminar organised by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade’s Secretary General 
Mohammad Saqqaf, who 
attended tbe seminar, underlined 
foe important role of investments 
as means to help preserve the 
momentum for development and 
for creating jobs that would re¬ 
duce the problem of unemploy¬ 
ment and stimulate the national 
economy. 

Jordan, Saqqaf said, “wel¬ 
comes Arab and foreign invest¬ 
ments in commercial, industrial, 
agricultural, touristic and services 
sectors, and the department for 
encouraging investments, which 
commenced operations last May, 
is ready to provide assistance in 
the investment process.” 


Workshop programme by QAF 
to benefit 180 women in 6 centres 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Queen 
AEa Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) has embarked on a six- 
month workshop programme, be¬ 
nefiting a total of 180 women in 
five goveroorates and one dis¬ 
trict. 

An official announcement here 
Sunday said that a workshop at 
each of foe QAFs centres in 
these six areas wfll provide train¬ 
ing to 30 local women on mother¬ 
hood and child care. 

There win be lectures as well as 
theoretical and practical work on 
detecting pregnancy, hygiene, the 
adverse effects of smoking and 
medicine on expecting mothers 
and foe foetus, foe need for all 


mothers to be immunised a gains t 
tetanus and other problems fac¬ 
ing pregnant women, according 
to foe statement. 

Breastfeeding and care for tbe 
child will be at foe top of the 
agenda during these workshops 
which wiU organised at QAFs 
centres in Ma’an, Taffleh, Maf- 
raq, Karak and Amman Gov- 
erntirates in addition to the 
Madaba district, the statement 
noted. 

It said that tbe participating 
women win be between 18 and 30 
years of age — which is the most 
child bearing period in a women’s 
life. 

According to foe statement foe 


participants will be oriented on 
daily physical exercises which are 
of paramount importance for a 
pregnant woman. 

Another QAF statement said 
that a training programme to 
raise the standard and efficiency 
of female kindergarten teachers 
began at foe QAFs centre at 
Nazha district of Amman 
Sunday. 

A total of 46 female teachers 
are taking part in foe two-week 
training programme who will be 
oriented on modern trends in 
dealing with children's problems 
at kindergartens and helping tbe 
young to develop their talents 
and their other potentials. 


Hiyasat urges public to buy housing 
units in different parts of Jordan 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The Housing 
Corporation issued a statement 
Sunday inviting members of the 
public to own housing units it had 
buflt in Ma’an, Tafileb, Mafraq, 
Ajtoun, Jerash and Sahab. 

Corporation director Yousef 
Hiyasat said that no downpay¬ 
ment is required for owning these 
units which mostly benefit limited 
income groups. . „ ‘ 

Hiyasat said that the corpora¬ 
tion has started implementing 
government instructions for ex¬ 
tending to 30 rather than 20- 
years, the period in which the 
total' amount required for foe 
units snould be paid.' 


He also said that many benefi¬ 
ciaries bad had their loans due to 
foe corporation rescheduled as a 
result of this government deci¬ 
sion. 

Last month, Hiyasat said that, 1 
at least 10,000 Jordanians will 
benefit from the cabinet's deci¬ 
sion. 

As a result, op to JD 60 million 
could be the total amount subject 
to the rescheduling process, 
Hiyasat noted in a statement to 
foe Jordan News Agency, Petra. ■ 

Previously the downpayment 
amounted to 10 pm* cent of the 
total cost of foe housing unit for 
any beneficiary. 


The new arrangements have 
been put into force at tbe start of 
July 1989. 

The corporation is in charge of 
erecting homes for limited in¬ 
come groups, and it collects tbe 
cost in monthly instalments fr o m 
foe beneficiaries. 

Last October, a national 
strategic study on housing in Jor¬ 
dan revealed that foe country was 
in need of 430,000 new housing 
units between now and foe year 
2006, and said that there was an 
urgent need to build low-cost 
housing units for families with 
limited income. 
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AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan has set up 12 
wastewater treatment plants in different regions, 
and according to estimates, their total annual 
capacity is 40 milli on cubic metres of treated water 
that is being used for irrigating trees. Minister of 
Health and Social Development Zuhair Malhas said 
Sunday. 


These stations were deemed 
necessary in view of the huge 
amount of effluence and sewage 
due to the growing number of 
population in Amman and other 
major cities in the Kingdom. 
Malhas said in an address to foe 
opening session of a five-day re¬ 
gional seminar on “re-use of tre¬ 
ated effluence.*’ 

The seminar which was orga¬ 
nised by foe World Health Orga¬ 
nisation (WHO) in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Health is 
being attended by delegates from 
Jordan and other Arab states in 
the Mediterranean region. 

The delegates will submit re¬ 
ports on their countries' experi¬ 
ments in recycling water for diffe¬ 


rent uses after being treated, and 
will study WHO’s instructions in 
this respect, according to foe Am¬ 
man-based Regional Centre for 
Environmental Health Activities 
(RCEHA) where the seminar is 
being held. 

The minister said that foe semi¬ 
nar takes place at a time when 
many of foe region's countries 
complain of a scarcity of water 
due to poor rainfall and a 
growing increase of water con¬ 
sumption. 

In referring to the water situa¬ 
tion in foe Kingdom, Malhas said 
that numerous dams have been 
built in order to exploit surface 
and rain water which is being 
used for drinking and land irriga¬ 


tion. 

The Health Ministry, he said, 
has been entrusted with monitor¬ 
ing foe quality of drinking water 
and controlling the quality of 
treated water which is being used 
for irrigation. 

Dr. Hasson Al Baroudi, foe 
regional centre's acting coordina¬ 
tor delivered a speech on behalf 
of Hussein Al Jazairi the centre's 
director general, paying tribute to 
WHO for mobilising all possible 
efforts to belp provide health for 
all citizens, in all countries. 

Numerous studies conducted in 
foe region have revealed that 
Arab countries will be facing a 
chronic water shortage by foe end 
of this century. 

He noted that rc-use of efflu¬ 
ence and treated water could 
become one of the most impor¬ 
tant sources for irrigation in foe 
Mediterranean region. 

Countries represented at the 
seminar are: Iraq, Egypt. 
Kuwait. Libya. Morocco, North 
.and South Yemen, Sudan, Syria. 
Tunisia and Jordan. __ 
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Minister of Health and Social D ev e lopment Zuhair MaBtas Sunday opens a 
treated effluence in Amman (Petra photo) 
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to discuss 
quarries 
in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on stone and sand quarries in 
Jordan wfll open here Monday 
with the participation of repre¬ 
sentatives of a number of public 
and private organisations and 
government departments in foe 
Kingdom. 

Announcement of foe seminar 
was made at a press conference 
by Laifo Shbeflat. president of 
foe Jordan Engineers Associa¬ 
tion, which is organising foe 
three-day event and an exhibition 
of equipment used by various 
companies in their stone quar¬ 
rying operations. 

Shbeflat discused the various 
types of stone, lime brick and 
rode being used in foe construc¬ 
tion industry, and referred to foe 
association's seminars and discus¬ 
sions held in foe fast about en¬ 
gineering and construction work 
in foe countty. 

Shbeflat said that over foe past 
two years foe association spent 
JD 29,000 of its own money on 
these seminars and discussions in 
an effort to promote foe construc¬ 
tion industry in Jordan. 

Qasem Omari, who chairs an 
informational committee prepar¬ 
ing for foe up-coming seminar 
said that foe meeting will focus 
attention on quarries in Jordan 
which now number about 240. 
Among foe topics to be discussed 
will be: organising stone quar¬ 
rying operations; spreading 
awareness among various firms 
involved in tbe business with re¬ 
gard to safety precautions; foe 
need to produce rock and other 
building materials conforming to 
Jordanian specifications and tbe 
effects of stone quarries on foe 
environment and public health, 
Omari said. 

He said that a total of 19 
working papers related to foe role 
of quarries and their construction 
operations will be reviewed by 
foe participants. 

Representatives of the Natural 
Resources Authority; the De¬ 
partment of Environment at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment; the 
Vocational Training Corpora¬ 
tion; the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing; the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan; the Jordan Uni¬ 
versity of Science and Technolo¬ 
gy; the Royal Scientific Society; 
and private Jordanian companies 
will take part in tbe meeting. 


Cabinet appoints 
3 new governors 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — 
Three new governors have 
been appointed by the Cabinet 
to take up posts at tbe Ministry 
of Interior before measures 
can be taken for their appoint¬ 
ment in foe provinces. 

A statement issued Saturday 
eveniog said that Jawdat 
Sboul, Salameb Hammad and 
Khalaf Mahanneh are all to 
take up their posts at tbe minis¬ 
try immediately. 

Sboul. a lawyer by profes¬ 
sion. has served in a number of 
key posts at the Interior Minis¬ 
try, tbe Civil Aviation Author¬ 
ity and other government de¬ 
partments. 

Hammad. another senior 
official at the Ministry of In¬ 
terior with a law degree, has 
also served in a number of 


positions including the post of 
district governor in Aqaba. 

Maharmeh for his part, is a 
retired army officer with high 
military academy degrees who, 
at one time, had served as 
commander of the Royal 
Guards Corps. 

The Cabinet Saturday even¬ 
ing also endorsed a memoran¬ 
dum of understanding between 
Jordan and the United King¬ 
dom over technical assistance 
to foe Natural Resources Au¬ 
thority (NRA). 

The £547,000 assistance will 
help the NRA cany out an 
underground thermal power 
programme and establish a de¬ 
partment to prepare maps for 
exploration of natural re¬ 
sources in the Kingdom. 


transcripts from ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tawjihi stu¬ 
dents who have just passed their 
secondary school examinations 
set by foe Ministry of Education 
can receive their transcripts from 
the ministry in foe coming week, 
according to an announcement by 
Mr. Ahmad Taqi, director gener¬ 
al of foe ministry’s Examinations 
Department. 

On Friday, Taqi announced foe 
results of foe Tawjihi examina¬ 
tions for the 1988-1989 scholastic 
year taken by 58.618 male and 
female students in various 
streams. 

He said that 63.97 per cent of 
foe total number of these stu¬ 


dents passed foe examinations 
and tbe others can take subjects 
in which they failed in foe coming 
scholastic year. 

According to Taqi Sunday, 
Ministry of Education commit¬ 
tees are currently working on foe 
preparation of the transcripts. 

Taqi also announced that foe 
ministry will Tuesday announce a 
list of names of students who 
succeeded only in certain subjects 
and failed in the rest. He said that 
these students can call at their 
own schools later to get a full 
transcript of foe subjects in which 
they succeeded. 


Omari: department issued 
86,747 passports in 1989 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Registration and Passport De¬ 
partment has issued a total of 
86,747 passports, 43,662 family 
registration books, 25,446 identi¬ 
ty cards, 6,950 birth certificates, 
6.678 death certificates, 14,015 
Marriage certificates and 1,317 
divorce certificates during the 
first six months of this year, 
according to the department's 
Director General issa Al Omari. 

The Department last month 
issued a total of 17,461 perma¬ 
nent five-year passports, and 
12,228 temporary and West Bank 
passports, according to a statistic¬ 
al bulletin released Saturday. 


It said that also last month the 
department issued 53.824 family 
registration books, identity cards 
and births certificates. 

The department also 
announced that Jordanian embas¬ 
sies abroad issued 28,511 pass¬ 
ports to Jordanian expatriates for 
which they collected JD 570,800 
in the first five mouths of 1989 

Omari said that other civil rez 

istration, passport endorsements 
and births certificates, procedure 
conducted by Jordanian embS 
sies abroad brought the depart¬ 
ment a revenue of JD 42257 
between January and May 1989 
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For mankind’s sake 


IN A CEREMONY marking the 20th anniversary of the 
first moon landing by American astronauts, President 
George Bush called for “a journey into tomorrow” which 
would include manned flights to Mars. Down-to-earth 
people tend to mock such visionary plans to outer space, 
preferring that man’s ingenuity, including American state 
of the art know-how, be consecrated for the treatment of the 
issues and conflicts that still afflict and haunt mankind on 
Earth. They see a tremendous wastage of energy and 
resources on very far away schemes when disease, poverty 
and armed conflicts continue to ravage man and his 
environment. 


On second thought, however, eyeing the outer space and 
the planets of man’s solar system has such a profound and 
sublime effect on man’s perspective with regard to his many 
mundane problems and concerns that could enable him to 
place them in a more proper perspective. In turn such an 
enlightened viewpoint could be the start of a genuine effort 
to settle these very subjects. To begin with, the advent of 
deeper exploration of other planets, would enable man to 
acquire a truly universal perspective. Snch a sophisticated 
outlook and approach to worldly issues and subjects, be they. 
medical, social, political or what have you, would render the 
resolution of such matters much easier. Above all, practical¬ 
ly all the problems that divide one man from another and 
contribute to the killing of one man by another for political, 
soda], economic or even religions reasons would be dwarfed 
to proper size in the context of the newly acquired universal 
perspective. As additional exploration of outer space can be 
anticipated to develop this much needed universal perspec¬ 
tive, mankin d must find much satisfaction and hope every 
time a capable nation makes another leap to the spacial 
environs of planet Earth, 

The only thing that should trouble mankind in these 
contexts is the determination of the superpowers to exploit 
their feats in outer space for strategic aims be they economic 
or military. Humanity can sigh with relief only when the big 
powers find it in themselves to cooperate rather than 
compete in their explorations of the planets that can be 
reached by man. Any talk of establishing an American or 
Soviet base on the Moon or any other distant planet does not 
offer mankind the kind of assurances that future genera¬ 
tions need. In the same vein, travel to Mars or other 
destinations in outer space is not intended to accentuate 
nationalism. On the contrary, such voyages to for away 
planets is expected to generate a spirit of universality. That 
is why man would be disturbed by President Bush’s 
declaration that his government’s goal “is nothing than to 
establish the U.S. as the pre-eminent space-faring nation.” 
As when Neil Armstrong on July 20,1969 described his first 
ever human footstep on the Moon as a giant leap forward for 
mankind , all future man landings on Mars and beyond most 
continue to be viewed as giant leaps forward for all peoples. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


Jordanian Arabic dailies on Sunday gave a wide coverage in their 
editorials on the situation in Lebanon in the light of the recent 
escalation of shelling of residential areas and the loss of innocent 
lives. AJ Ra'i for its part said that six people were killed and 55 
others injured in Saturday's intensive shelling — a process which 
is continuing despite the efforts of the Arab League three- 
member committee which is now trying to put an end to the 
tragedy. The deterioration in the security situation in Lebanon in 
general and in Beirut in particular, is to be blamed on the warring 
factions themselves in the first place, as they should refrain from 
escalating the war activities to help the committee achieve some 
constructive results, the paper said. The Arab League committee 
has been patient enough with the concerned parties and has 
displayed a great deal of flexibility in dealing with the chronic 
problem with the hope that the various parties would respond to 
reason, said the paper. It said that such approach seems to have 
produced no fruitful result, and there is no doubt chat what the 
Arab League ought to do now is to take a firm and more drastic 
measure by exposing those parties that continue to impede the 
implementation of a comprehensive plan to end the civil war. 


A1 Dnstonr said that the intensive shelling in Beirut has 
overshadowed all efforts being made at all levels to stop the 
bloodshed. It is sad to realise that the waning parties themselves 
are aware of the fact that the only loser in this civil war in 
Lebanon is Lebanon and the Lebanese; and that the destruction, 
and the killing is benefitting no party at all, the paper noted. It is 
like a mass suicide and a total devastation of all political, economic 
and social life in Lebanon, the paper added. It said that the 
escalation in the military situation calls on the Arab League to 
ra>r«» extra measures and new and more effective steps to find a 
peace formula. 


Egypt 

Hosni Mubarak to the Israeli government to define its political 
position with regard to the situation in the Palestinian lands. 
Mubarak, in his nation-wide address on the July 23 revolution 
anniversary, said that the recent developments within the Liknd 
bloc in Israel have further complicated matters, and presented 
fresh obstacles in the path of peace, said the paper. The paper 
called Mubarak's proposal to the Israeli government to open 
negotiations with the Palestinians as the only way out of the 
present dilemma. It said that the United States and Israel, which 
had delayed any meaningful action in the past, should now direct 
their attention towards recognition of tire Palestinian people's 
legitimate right for self-determination. 


By Scheherazade Danes bekhu 


THE POST-Khomeini era, Jong 
predicted to be a period of fac¬ 
tional infighting, even civil war, 
in fact seems to be moving along 
with incredible fluidity. But the 
last ten years have shown how 
unpredictable Iranian politics can 
be. making any instant conclu¬ 
sions both risky and premature. 
While the pragmatists, in the 
shape of the new leader and 
president, Aii Khamenei,and the 
speaker of the Majlis, Ho- 
jatoleslam Aii Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, appear to have sewn 
things up between them, they 
face a number of formidable hur¬ 
dles in the months to come. 


The problem of the Faqih 


The first lies in establishing and 
justifying Khamenei’s right to 
mle as the faqih, or supreme 
religious leader, an issue which 
the government has been fudging 
through its reluctance to refer to 
him as this. The term being used 
instead is the less well-defined 
“Leader of the Republic." The 
reason is probably two-fold. 
Khamenei's overnight promotion 
from an Hojatoleslam to an 
Ayatollah will have failed to con¬ 
vince all except the most loyal 
that be has the religious qualifica¬ 
tions to rule as the faqih. But his 
appointment can be taken as an 
indication of the sort of change 
being made to the constitution on 
the leadership issue. Before 
Khomeini died, it seemed likely 
that the government, in the very 
recognition that Khomeini had no 
successor, would downgrade the 
position of the faqih to one which 
could be filled by a respected 
cleric with extensive administra¬ 
tive experience and proven loyal¬ 
ty to the system. Had Khomeini 
died a few months later, this 
provision would have been 
approved by public referendum 
and Khamenei's appointment 
would have been more convinc¬ 
ing. As it is, however, the govern¬ 
ment finds itself hovering be¬ 
tween two uncomplementary 
positions. 

In any case, the problem of the 
faqih is' unlikely to be solved, 
whatever happens to the constitu¬ 
tion. For the valayai-e-faqih, or 
of the rule of the supreme leader, 
underpins the whole structure of 
the Islamic Republic. Attempts 
to redefine it risks pulling down 
the whole structure, at least in 
ideological terms. It was 
Khamenei himself, taking a step 
in this direction, who over a year 
ago provoked Khomeini's wrath 
by seeming to suggest that gov¬ 
ernment is bound by Islamic laws. 
Khomeini angrily told him that 
his view was “wrong and contra¬ 
dictory.” For Khomeini, Islamic 
government meant the va layat-e- 
Taqib under which the 12th Imam 
of Shi’ism, who disappeared in 
die ninth century, is represented 
in his absence by a supreme 
religious leader whose orders be¬ 
came the most important of all 
divine laws surpassing, for exam¬ 
ple, the injunction to prayer or to 
fasting. 

While Khamenei quickly took 
back any suggestion that contra¬ 
dicted Khomeini’s views, the fact 
remains that the position of the 
faqih is no longer tenable in the 
absence of a towering religious 
personality. The moves afoot 
now to turn it into a glorified 
administrative position within the 
system beg the question why 
power should then reside with the 
clergy. Moreover, by diluting the 
spiritual importance of the posi¬ 
tion, Iran will, in effect, be aban¬ 
doning its “thrid way” between 
communism and capitalism. In¬ 
stead, the position of the faqih is 
likely to turn into that of a figure¬ 
head. With Khamenei’s installa¬ 
tion being publidy approved by 
the major elements of govern¬ 
ment, it seems increasingly likely 
that he will remain there even 
after the July elections, instead of 
a leadership council being 
formed. 

Rafsanjani for the presidency 

This outcome will have given 
Rafsanjani the deepest satisfac¬ 
tion, since Khamenei poses no 
threat to him as rival for power. 
Instead the two have worked 
closely together over the past few 
years and appear to share similar 
views on foreign policy and the 
need for political centralisation. 
The periodic eruption of bicker¬ 
ing between government officials 
has been notably absent in rela¬ 
tions between the two. 

Rafsanjani has now officially 
announced his candidacy for 
president “since no other perso¬ 
nality has announced their readi¬ 
ness as yet." The timing of Raf- 
sanjam's announcement coin¬ 
cides with the news that a draft 
law has been produced allowing 
for an executive presidency. This 
is expecteditf'givJThe president 
far more freedom of movement 
and power at his disposal than the 
present constitution allows. In¬ 
deed, Rafsanjani would not have 
stood for president unless these 
changes were going to be made. 
In addition, the post of prime 


minister is likely to be dispensed 
with altogether, leaving the pre¬ 
sent incumbent, Mir Hussein 
Mussavi, a leading radical, out of 
a job. 

Rafeanjani has shown some im¬ 
patience, however, in the debates 
of the 25-man Council for Review 
of the Constitution, of which be is 
a member. Critics argue that the 
sort of enhanced presidency 
being envisaged could lead to 
one-man rule. “We have a presi¬ 
dent for whom the people will 
vote once every four years: for 
God's sake, someone will come 
to power,” Rafsanjani said at one 


Rafsanjani has shown 
some Impatience, howev¬ 
er, in the debates of the 
25-man Council for Re¬ 
view of the Constitution, 
one which he is a mem¬ 
ber. Critics argue that 
the sort of enhanced 
presidency being envis¬ 
aged could lead to one- 
man rule. “We have a 
president for whom the 
people will vote once ev¬ 
ery four years; for God’s 
sake, someone will come 
to power”, Rafsanjani 
said at one of the ses¬ 
sions. “Some gentlemen 
are speaking about free¬ 
dom, I don’t know how 
this centralisation in the 
executive branch can be 
against freedom.” 


merit. 

Government attempts to stem 
inflation have proved singularly 
unsuccessful. The recently im¬ 
plemented state punishment law 
requires shopkeepers to fix price 
labels on their goods or else be 
hauled before tire courts as 
“boarders and profiteers.'' Bm, 
accor d ing to one Tehran duly, 
Abnzr. the measure has had tire 
opposite effect by encouraging 
shopkeepers to hide their goods, 
pushing prices higher still. “Why 
do they {government planners) 
make the market more chaotic by 
the so-called campaign against 
high prices and profiteering?” 
asked the paper. "The campaign 
will not become possible when 
there is no balance between supp¬ 
ly and demand.” 

Role for the private sector 


of the sessions. “Some gentlemen 
are speaking about freedom, I 
don't know how this centralisa¬ 
tion in the executive branch can 
be against freedom.” 

Daunting economic task 

Once the July elections are 
over, die new government will 
have to face the daunting task of 
rebuilding the economy. Accord- 
ing to Kamran Mofid, author of 
The Gulf War. an analysis of the 
economic consequences, the total 
economic cost of the war to Iran 
was $542 billion. Economic de¬ 
velopment was suspended during 
its eight years and it is now that 
the government is going to have 
to prod the unproductive eco¬ 
nomy into some kind of shape. 

Though Iran emerged essen¬ 
tially solvent from the war, cut¬ 
backs have been at the expense of 
the infrastructure, and industry is 
only working at 40 per cent pro¬ 
ductivity, while some industries, 
particularly consumer goods, 
have all but collapsed 

The main economic problems 
are all interconnected and stem 
from the country’s low productiv¬ 
ity. Inflation is high, the dollar is 
bought at 1,300 rials as opposed 
to the official 70 rials and the 
enormous black market is 
flourishing. Tehran property 
prices have doubled over the past 
year, a kilo of potatoes costing $2 
last year now costs $9. A pair of 
tyres officially costs $170 but 
those who cannot afford to wait 
for new supplies are prepared to 
pay $2,000 in the black market. 
The degree of inflation varies so 
considerably between goods that 
it is virtually meaningless to talk 
about an annual rate of inflation, 
though this stands at 25-30 per 
cent according to the govern- 


Recently. the government has 
been attempting to tap the re¬ 
sources of the private sector by 
encouraging its participation in 
the economy. In an attempt to 
forestall criticism. Behzad Naba- 
vi, the heavy industries minister 
and a former communist, said, 
“If some people get rich this way, 
we should not howl and say our 
socialist principles have been 
damaged. We must make the best 
use of all foreign exchange out¬ 
side official channels-” In any 
case, those who want to get rich 
are already doing so in the service 
sector, he said. “So at least let 
them get rich by exporting non¬ 
oil goods to tire benefit of the 
country." 

The government has also been 
denationalising its assets, but 
since it is loss-making state com¬ 
panies that are being sold off, 
buyers are scarce. According to 
one businessman, the policy is 
bound to be unsuccessful so long 
as the measures go only half-way. 
“Why should 1 buy a company 


and then be told how to run it and 
what I am and am not allowed to 
do?” 

fo a recent press conference, 
Rafsanjani played down the 
problems of the econo m y point¬ 
ing to the huge crowds at Khom¬ 
eini's funeral as evidence that 
the system has widespread sup¬ 
port, while a minority grumbles. 
However, the economic stagna¬ 
tion has been one of the domi¬ 
nant issues froth in the Majlis 
itself and the goveniment'Con¬ 
trolled press. Problems are un¬ 
likely to ease, given the country's 
steep rise in population, high 
unemployment and a wave of 
demobilised men. 

For the time being, Rafsanjani 
is likely to concentrate on smoo¬ 
thing the path of transition at 
home during the sensitive months 
ahead. His visit to the Soviet 
Union which started on 20th Jane 
was a dear indication of the 
confidence be felt. For the mean¬ 
time, the radical factions appear 
to have bowed to his extraordin¬ 
ary political acumen and have left 
him unchallenged. Perhaps too, it 
is a recognition of his relative 
popularity and leadership abili¬ 
ties. How long this situation will 
last will largely depend on how 
quickly Rafsanjani begins ro in¬ 
fringe on their territory, in the 
form of renewing relations with 
the West or attempting to secure 
the release of Western hostages 
in Lebanon. 

For the last years, Iran was 
dominated by lire personality of 
one man. Ir is ironic that those 
years seem to have produced only 
one other man capable of taking 
over. The difference is, however, 
that a post-Rafsanjani Iran is 
likely to be a far more chaotic and 
uncertain place chan Che country 
to which Khomeini has finally left 
his legacy — Middle East inter¬ 
national, London. 
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By Pete Yost 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Justice Department, responding 
to national security concerns of 
the CIA, has prepared a step that 
could kill some or all of the 
Iran-contra criminal case against 
a former operative at the spy 
agency. 

Department officials Friday 
were preparing an affidavit that 
would block disclosures about 
some CIA programmes in the 
case of Joseph Fernandez, who is 
scheduled to go on trial Monday 
on charges of lying about his 
assistance to Oliver North’s sec¬ 
ret contra supply network. 

Representatives of U.S. intelli¬ 
gence agencies were to meet 
through the weekend to produce 
the affidavit in time for the trial 
Monday, said an adnmiistratioi) 
source, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 


ai security affidavit would be filed 
concerning the use of classified 
information. 

The classified information con¬ 
cerns “three highly sensitive Un¬ 
ited States government program¬ 
mes with Costa Rica,” Walsh's 
office said in court papers. Fer¬ 
nandez says the programmes de¬ 
monstrated Costa Rica's concern 
about tile military threat posed by 
neighbouring Nicaragua. 


If the Justice Depart¬ 
ment files a narrow affi¬ 
davit, the independent 
counsel is prepared to 
drop its prosecution of 
most of one of the false 
statement counts, said 
Shtasel. 


Fernandez, the CIA’s former 
station chief in Costa Rica, is the 
highest-ranking employee of the 
agency ever to face a criminal 
trial in connection with his work 
there. 

At a court hearing, prosecutor 
Laurence Sbatsel revealed that 
acting deputy attorney general 
Ed Dennis contacted indepen¬ 
dent counsel ‘ Lawrence Walsh 
Thursday night and said a nation- 


With a Justice Department affi¬ 
davit in hand, U.S. district judge 
Claude Hilton would have do 
choice under federal law but to 
prohibit Fernandez from using fa 
his defence the classified informa¬ 
tion detailed fa the affidavit. 

Sbatsel said in that event, por¬ 
tions of at least one count of the 
four-count indictment against 
Fernandez would be abandoned. 


The prosecutor said attorney 
general’. Dick Thornburgh also is 
considering a CIA request to 
broaden the affidavit to exdude 
references at Fernandez's trial to 
QA stations in various countries. 

That step “would have more 
drastic consequences” for the 
case against Fernandez. Sbatsel 
told the judge at tire court hear¬ 
ing in Alexandria, Virginia. 

“ff the CIA's request for a 
broader... affidavit is granted the 
case will be imtriable,” Sbatsel 
said in court papers filed later in 
the day. 

The judge rejected a request by 
Shatsel to delay Monday's start¬ 
ing date for foe trial and foe 
judge also turned down a motion 
by Fernandez lawyer Thomas 
Wilson to throw out tire case. 

This defendant is on a rack,” 
said Wilson, who raid tire filing of 
an affidavit more than two years 
after his client first came under 
criminal investigation leaves the 
judge little choice but to dismiss 


dent counsel is prepared to drop 
its prosecution of most of one of 
foe false statement counts, said 
Sbatsel. 


" That would include an allega¬ 
tion that Fernandez falsely told 
the CIA inspector general's in¬ 
vestigators in 1987 u»t a secret 
airstrip construction project that 
became part of North’s contra 
supply network was initiated by 
the Costa Rican government. 

Another allegedly false state¬ 
ment in ibat count that would be 
dropped is that the airstrip was to 
be used for training activities by 
Gosta Rican forces in preparation 
for. a possible Nicaraguan inva¬ 
sion. 


At trial, Fernandez warns to 
use information about the three 
highly sensitive U.S. programmes 
with Costa Rica to snow that the 
Centra l American country’s gov¬ 
ernment was concerned about the 

mifitaiy threat posed by Nicar¬ 
agua. 


Fernandez is accused of four 
criminal charges — angle counts 
of obstructing foe CLA inspector 
general’s office and tire investiga¬ 
tive Tower commission and two 
counts of making false state¬ 
ments. - 


If the Justice Department files 
a narrow affidavit, -tire indepen- 


Fcma n dez is accused of falsely, 
telling CIA investigator L. Cole 
Black that -tire airstrip was a 
Costa Rican-initiative to be used 
if Costa Rica was invaded by 
Nicaragua and that “subsequent¬ 
ly, we thought it would be good. 
for resu pply* 1 of the contras, 
according to prosecutors’ court 
papers. - . .. 
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The end of 
asbestos is both 
near and far 





tman has few Omani te dmirians 


Gate in ancient Nizwa fort 


By Philip Shabecoff 
Washington — The govern- 

meat took a big step toward 
ending the long sad saga of asbes¬ 
tos last week when, years after 
having conclusive medical evi¬ 
dence of the danger, it imposed a 
gradual ban on the widely used 
construction and insulating mate* 
rial. 

Still, tbe mineral will continue 
to exact a toll for decades to 
come as past exposures, and 
continuing exposures to the many 
products containing asbestos still 
in the environment, work their 
insidious damage. By reducing 
future human contacts with 
asbestos fibers, however, the new 
ruling should prevent many 
deaths that would otherwise 
occur. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency ordered that the manu¬ 
facture. use and export of most 
asbestos products be phased out 
over a seven-year period. The 
rule would eliminate about 94 per 
cent of tbe asbestos still used in 
construction materials, brake lin¬ 
ings and other applications. 

Consumer fear about health 
effects and producer fear about 
liability have already caused the 
sales of asbestos to drop sharply. 
From more than 560.000 metric 
tons sold in 1979 the use of 
asbestos has declined to 85.000 
tons today. 

The agency began 10 years ago 
to draft rules for removing asbes¬ 
tos from the market. But resist¬ 
ance from producers and users, 
supported by the Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget, which ob¬ 
jected to the cost to the economy 
of such a step, blocked final 
action until last week. 


But the dangers of asbestos 
were known much earlier. In use 
since the beginning this century, 
the potential health effects of the 
mineral were first studied by in¬ 
dustry in the 1920’s and 30’s. 
Evidence from lawsuits by victims 
of exposure suggests that industry 
officials may "have deliberately 
withheld data about its dangers as 
early as the 1930's. 

It was not until World War II 
that the use of asbestos spread 
rapidly. A superb material for 
resisting heat and friction, it was 
used lavishly in the construction 
of ships. Dr. Irving J. Selikoff of 
Mount Sinai Medical Centre in 
New York, a pioneer in the study 
of the health effects of asbestos, 
estimated that more than 4.5 mil¬ 
lion shipyard workers were ex¬ 
posed to the material during the 
war and thousands of workers 
each year thereafter. After the 
war the use of asbestos — in 
roofing, insulation, aircondition- 
ing ana heating ducts, in brakes 
and gaskets and thousands of 
other applications — exploded. 
An estimated 30 million tons 
have been used this century . 

By 1964, Dr. Selikoff had pre¬ 
sented findings that shipyard 
workers exposed to asbestos were 
developing lung cancer, asbesto- 
sis and other disease. Sometimes 
illness did nor appear until 30 
years after the workers were ex¬ 
posed. He believes that asbestos 
is responsible for about 10.00U 
cancer deaths a year. 

The result of pouring asbestos 
into the environment ail these 
years, said William K. Reilly. 
Administrator of the EPA is "a 
terrible legacy of dead, dying and 
crippled" — The .Ycru York 
Times 


Oman —an ancient culture opens 
its doors to the 20th century 


By Phifippa Nesve 


PARIS — Less than twenty 
years ago, there were only 
en kilometres of paved roads in 
be whole country. Today, 6O,Q0O 
olometres of highways criss-cross 
die land. Twenty years ago, there 
were only three schools with a 
total of 900 pupils. Today, dose 
to 300,000 pupils attend nearly 
700 schools throughout the 
sountzy. 

Such figures speak volumes ab¬ 
out the extraordinary speed at 
which the ancient — and secre¬ 
tive — Sultanate of Oman has 
developed. This nation of 1;4 
million people, tucked away at 
the eastern tip of the Arabian 
peninsula, has taken a huge leap 
into tbe modern world of compu¬ 
ters and satellites in recent years. 
Its people now enjoy all the 
ame nities offered by a modern- 
day society. 

Hidden away at tbe edge of a 
continent, locked between the 
desert and the ocean, this country 
of mountains, sand and sea was 
for a long time kept deliberately 
isolated from the Western world. 

But times are changing. 
Offered tbe chance of a rare 
glimpse into the nation’s _ arts, 
crafts and achievements Parisians 
have been flocking to an exhibi¬ 
tion which opened recently at the 
Arab World Institute in tbe 
French capital. Called “Oman 
Cultural Week”, part of the show 
has been retained to form a 
permanent display. The result is a 
fascinating op port u nity to discov¬ 
er a country whose ancient tradi¬ 
tions and rich culture have sur¬ 


vived almost intact, in spite of 
rapid and for-reaching, changes 
over tbe past few years. 

"The preservation of Oman’s 
Cultural heritage hps always been 
an ■ ^solu^pripri^^ said Musa 
Bin Jaffar Bin. Hassan, tbe Sal¬ 
tan’s ambassador to the United 
Nations’ Education, Science and 
Culture Organisation (UN¬ 
ESCO). 

Speaking in an interview at tbe 
opening ofthe show tbe 39-year- 
old ambassador described his 
government’s efforts to develop 
public awareness of Oman’s rich 
cultural heritage. Back in 1976 
Oman set up a Ministry of Herit¬ 
age and Culture to oversee tbe 
nation’s patrimony/- 

“The government has already 
undertaken the restoration of 
hundreds of ancient forts and 
citadels around the country, 
which have sew been put on tbe 
World Heritage, fist,' . said the 
ambassador. 

Among tire Mhustry*s aims is 
the collection and restoration of 
some of tbe 30,000 or so ancient 
manuscripts believed to be in 
private hands in various parts of 
the country. “These manuscripts 
are a very important part of our 
heritage and indude some of the 
oldest bpolcs on literature, medi- 
cine, astrology and religious sci¬ 
ence,” said Ambassador Musa. 
“Some 6000 manuscripts have 
already been collected up, res¬ 
tored and re-bound.” 

As part cd the drive to sharpen' 
interest in Oman’s. cultural his¬ 
tory, the government has opened 
several new museums. “A few 
years ago, there wasn’t a single 


ipnwiim in Oman. Now there are 
three, «r»d we are also planning to 
open a big cultural centre in 
Muscat, wrth a large library,” 
said tbe ambassador. Another 


gures, more than eighty per cent 
of all children attend primary 
school The number of children in 
secondary education leapt from 
1,379 in 1975 to 54,000 by the 


new venture is-Oman’s r literaxy . year. 1985. In. the same. ten.year 
Qub, which opened two years span; the number of teachers 
ago- It hosts weekly conferences, soared from 208 to 4,196. 
organises poetry meetings and “Almost every child goes to 
conducts research and study school md there are schools all 
programmes. over the country, even in the 

According to Ambassador most remote villages,” said 
Musa, everything possible is Ambassador Musa. “Of course, 
being done to reconcile the conn- we went from tbe bottom up, 
try’s rapid development and its starting with elementary schools, 
ancient traditions. then secondary schools, colleges 

“For example, in the adminis- end finally tire country’s first um- 
tration and go ve r nm ent, O manis versity, which opened in 1987.” 
are forbidden to wear anything As weD as tbe depar tme nts of 
bat traditional dress,” he said, science, medicine, agriculture, 
On ceremonial occasio ns many mp nawin g and Mamie studies, 
Omanis wear elegant robes with Sultan Qaboos University also 
gold thread t rimmin gs and nffas a teacher tr ainin g pr o gr m b- 
beautiful, elaborately embroi- me. The awn is to produce more 
dexed turbans. “This is just one home-grown teachers. Until now, 
way of keeping traditions alive in tbe country W mainly relied on 
peoples* minds despite the speed professionals from other Arab 
of avffisatkm and development,” co un tries — more than sixty per 
said the ambassador. cent of Oman’s teachers are 

Much attention is devoted to Egyptian, 
architecture. Cities and villages Omanis used to have to go 
have seen a terrific construction abroad to receive further cduca- 
boom over the past two deca de s, tion. Many went to Britain and 
but according to Ambassador the U.S.whSe others signed up at 
Musa, designs for new bu il ding universities in the Arab World, 
have to follow the rules of tram- especially in tire neighbouring 
tional Omani and Islamic Gulf countries, 
architecture. Said the ambassador: “In terms 

Education is a field where col- of numbers of students, the Un»- 
ossal strides have been made. In versity is smafi. (632 st u dents in 
1970, when Oman’s ruler, Sultan the academic year 1987/88). Bnt 
Qaboos Bin Said A1 Said came to it was concaved as a model and 
power, only 900 pupils attended we are planning to add other 
the country’s three schools. To- departments in the future.” 
day, according to UNESCO fir Oman’s progress in the field of 


education bas been helped by its 
membership of the Gulf Co-op¬ 
eration Council (GCQ which in¬ 
cludes Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and tire United 
Arab Emirates. A Gulf Universi¬ 
ty is scheduled to open in Bahrain 
and a Study and Training centre 
is planned in Kuwait. 

“We are the second largest 
country in the Council, and we 
have a very ancient culture, so 
Oman could play a very impor¬ 
tant role,” said Ambassador 
Musa. Oman is due to take over 
the rotating presidency of tire 
GCC in the Fall 

The development of com¬ 
munications, a modern infras- 
tructnre and new hotels has also 
paved the way for a small but 
growing army of visitors from 
neighbouring Gulf countries. 
“We are blessed with a good 
ctimate, green mountains and 
1,700 kilometres of beautiful 
beaches,” said the ambassador. 
As yet, most visitors from abroad 
are required to travel in orga¬ 
nised groups, be added. “We are 
still in the early stages of organis¬ 
ing and planning things, but we 
would like to open the door to 
tourism,” he said. 

That door will not be flung 
wide open, however, and Oman 
is unlikely to be flooded by 
hoards of tourists. Old traditions 
die hard, and Oman remains 
wary of too much foreign influ¬ 
ence. “We must be careful to 
control tourism if we are to pro¬ 
tect our heritage and culture,” 
said the ambassador. 

It is hard not to agree. One of 


the most dazzling exhibits at the 
Arab World Institute is a collec¬ 
tion of traditional daggers, jewels 
and ornaments, donated by the 
fabulously wealthy Sultan 
Qaboos. all of them made with tbe 
exquisite craftsmanship for which 
die Omanis have long been 
famous. 

Sadly, says Ambassador Musa, 
more and more Omanis are turn¬ 
ing away from traditional jewelry 
— which typically combines coins 
with gold and precious stones — 
in favour of more modern-style 
adornments. Progress bas its 
price, even in this quiet corner of 
the globe. — Worfd News Link. 



Labourers removing asbestos during a training course 




FAO chief sounds alarm on over-fishing 


ROME — The warning by the 
United Nations’ Food and Agri¬ 
culture Organisation’s director- 
general against the over-fishing 
and contamination of the world’s 
oceans will have struck a respon¬ 
sive chord among developing 
countries. .. 

Opening a session or the 
FAO's Committee on Fisheries 
here, Edouard Saouma spoke of 
the profound changes which had 
affected world fisheries over the 
past four decades. Production 
had leapt from around 20 aulhon 
tonnes a year to more than 90 
million' tonnes. . • 

Trade in fish products had also- 
expanded greatly, he^dfled. 
value had risen four-fold in real 
terms since I960 alone. 

However, as a result, the ex¬ 
ploitation of many major stocks 
was now approaching or had even 
exceeded the point of maximum 
sustainable yield. It was a ati»- 
tion which demanded conceited 

^Saouma called for international 
measures to achieve grearercon- 

trol over fishing and for stricter 
supervision of coastal waters. In 
many regions these waters were 
barfly endangered due to con¬ 
tamination. 


In Hi sms&ing over-fishing, ex¬ 
perts at the Rome-based FAO 
will usually cite the waters of 
Angola and neighbouring Nami¬ 
bia — once among the world's 
richest —: as leading examples of 
the problem. ... 

These resources have suffered 
serious depredations for more, 
than a decade. whOe Angola has 
been embroiled in civil war and 
the status of Namibia has been 
the subject of a dispute between 
the U.N. and South Africa. 

FAO officials have noted that 
-the Angolan .government has 
been trying to assert more control 
- over fishing in its watere, but tins 
has proved difficult, especially 
over the privfleges granted to the 
USSR in return for its military 
and political support. 

Nevertheless negotiations over 
the renewal of th«eco-operation 
agreements appear to lave be¬ 
come progressively tougher oyer 
recent years.. Although a new. 
one-year accord was signed re¬ 
cently in Luanda, . Angola’s fisher¬ 
ies minister, Ramos' da Graz, 
admitted that the two sides had 
failed to agree,on a number of 


and Angola’s share of catches, 
the minister added. It is believed 
that the Angolans wanted to re¬ 
duce the quota by more than half 
ot well under 100,000 tonnes. 

According to the O Jontal de 
An go la, the minister said that tbe 
Angolan authorities were con¬ 
cerned over the “problem of over¬ 
fishing in the country’s waters, 
winch-wiD make it imposable for 
national and foreign fishing fleets 
to-continue fishing as in tbe past.” 

Studies were in baud to estab¬ 
lish limits on catches, but on this 
question the Angolas govem- 


Cinema 


meat’s views were not shared by 
its partners. The Russians are 
believed to be disputing the rate 
at winch stocks are bring de¬ 
pleted. 

The official daily also quoted 
the minister as saying that 
although Angola’s new fishing 
fleet was not yet capable of sup¬ 
plying the total demand, as its 
capacity increased there would 
have to be a “substantial reducti¬ 
on” in tbe size of tbe foreign 
fleets that co-operated with 
Angola. It was on this point that 
they were encountering “difficul- 
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ties.” 

Angola’s experience is typical 
of many developing countries. 
The activities of the USSR’s 
fishing fleet — the world’s largest 
— have aroused widespread con¬ 
cern. 

Having badly depleted stocks 
in its traditional fishing grounds, 
the Soviet Union has been forced 
to send its vessels further and 
further afield. Thus co-operation 
agreements were conducted with 
Third World nations which, at 
first, were enthusiastic about 
these ventures_Lion feature 
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Million Israelis strike in 
unemployment protest 


TEL AVTV (R) — One million Israelis staged a 
two-hour general strike Sunday in protest at the 
worst unemployment in 20 years as the cabinet 
debated measures to revive an economy stricken by 
the Palestinian uprising. 


The first nationwide work stop¬ 
page since 1985 grounded planes, 
closed pons, banks and govern¬ 
ment offices and silenced state- 
owned Israel radio. Strike orga¬ 
nisers said some private firms 
worked as normal. 

About 10,000 workers, ferried 
to occupied Jerusalem by the 
Histadrut labour federation, de¬ 
monstrated outside parliament 
and Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha¬ 
mir's office as ministers discussed 
ways to overcome a rapidly rising 
jobless rate, which hit 9.7 per 
cent in May. 

The rally passed off good-na¬ 
turedly and there were no reports 
of violence elsewhere. 

Histadrut General-Secretary 
Yisrael Kessar accused the gov¬ 
ernment of doing nothing to fight 
unemployment, which he said 
had readied 20 per cent of the 
workforce in depressed develop¬ 


ment towns. 

“This is a solidarity strike... 
workers who have work are strik¬ 
ing or demonstrating in favour of 
those who have no job,'' Kessar 
said in a radio interview. 

Finance Minister Shimon Peres 
submitted to the cabinet an 
emergency plan tc* spend $100 
milli on on labour-intensive public 
works projects and offer tax in¬ 
centives to encourage private in¬ 
vestment in bard-hit development 
areas. 

The Israeli economy has shown 
no growth at all in 1989, with 
industrial production continuing 
to fall, after only a sluggish 1.6 
per cent increase in gross domes¬ 
tic product fGDP) last year, 
according to the Central Bureau 
of Statistics. 

Deputy Finance Minister Yossi 
Beilin said the 19-month-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 


O AU demands halt to 
Pretoria bank facilities 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — African 
states have urged international 
banks to halt rescheduling of Pre¬ 
toria's foreign debt. 

They called for sweeping man¬ 
datory sanctions on the white 
minority-led nation, accusing it of 
a reign of tenor against political 
opponents. 

Foreign minis ters of the 49- 
nation Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU), preparing for the 
opening of a s ummi t in Addis 
Ababa Monday, adopted the 
tough resolutions at the end of a 
week of talks that ended Saturday 
night. 

A last-minute resolution 


strongly urged “the international 
banking community not to res¬ 
chedule the foreign debt of apar¬ 
theid South Africa," which runs 
to several billion dollars. 

The resolution also called on 
Pretoria’s trading partners, main¬ 
ly Western nations, to end double 
taxation agreements with South 
Africa and any further credit 
guarantees and to oppose loans to 
the country guaranteed by gold, 
its leading export. 

The ministers rebuked Chile, 
Israel and Taiwan for cooperating 
with Pretoria in military matters 
and urged them to strictly 
observe a United Nations arms 
embargo on South Africa. 


Gulf International Bank 
announces higher profit 


NICOSIA (R) — Gulf Interna¬ 
tional Bank (GIB) said it made a 
net profit of $28 million in the 
first six months of 1989, a 10.5 
per cent rise for the same period 
of 1988. 

The Bahrain-based bank made 
a net profit of $25.4 million in the 
first half of 1988. 

GIB, Bahrain's second largest 
offshore bank, returned to profit 
last year, making a net profit of 
$45.6 million after a $178.9 mil¬ 
lion loss in 1987. 

GIB, in an unaudited state¬ 
ment received in Cyprus, said its 
assets rose to $9.6 billion in the 
first half of 1989 compared with 
$8.8 billions for the same period 
last year. 


The bank attributed the rise in 
the assets to an increase of 19.7 
per cent in the loan portfolio as a 
result of short-term trade financ¬ 
ing in the Arab World. 

Operating income rose to 
$29,245 million in 1989 from 
$26.6 millions in 1988. 

GIB Chairman Abdallah Saif, 
who is also Bahrain's Monetary 
Agency governor, said the results 
reflected continued growth in 
non-asset based earnings. 

The bank said a reduction of 
1.8 per cent in operating expenses 
and strict budgetary controls have 
contributed to the increase in the 
profit. 

Loans grew to $5,4 billion from 
$4.5 billion in 1988, it said. 
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pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
had wiped two per cent off 
Israel’s GDP last year and re¬ 
duced Israeli exports to the occu¬ 
pied areas by $600 million. 

The cabinet approved a $75 
million supplement to this year's 
military budget to fight the upris¬ 
ing, adding to the economic cost 
of die revolt. The defence minis¬ 
try bad sought an extra $210 
million . 

Organisers said the stoppage 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. (0800- 
1000 GMT) was widely observed 
in the public sector but public 
transport continued to run. 

Among those on strike were 
Israeli diplomats at the foreign 
ministry, a spokesman said. 

The labour ministry said 
140,000 Israelis were now out of 
work. 

Economists say unemployment 
is rising here at a time when it is 
foiling in most European coun¬ 
tries because Israel delayed 
ratio nalisati on measures and cuts 
in state subsidies implemented 
in the early 1980s in Western 
Europe. 

Kessar, facing a tough cam¬ 
paign for reelection in Novem¬ 
ber, warned of further labour 
action unless the government 
took effective steps to bring down 
unemployment. 

Unemployment is a particular¬ 
ly sensitive issue in Israel because 
many citizens are immigrants who 
migrated to the Zionist stale out 
of idealism. 

Zionist organisations have told 
the government that if the high 
jobless rate persists, more Israelis 
will emigrate and fewer immig¬ 
rants from the Soviet Union and 
Western countries will come 
here. 



Mohammad Said Ai Nabofsi Basel Jardanehr 

Top financiers meet press 
today to outline Jordan’s 
monetary stand 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Finance Minister Basel Jardancb and Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor Mohammad Said Al Nabolsi wfil 
bold a joint press conference Monday to give details about the 
outcozhe of Jordan's h»n« in Europe over the rescheduling of the 
Kingdom's foreign debts. 

Jardaneh, who earlier this month led a government t e a m to 
negotiations with bank and government creditors in London and 
Paris, Saturday evening briefed the Council of Ministers on the 
outcome of the talks. 

The discussions in Paris resulted in agreement oo rescheduling a 
mqjor portion of Jordan's s ov ere ig n debt. 

According to a statement in Paris, the 14 creditor governments 
had agreed to allow Jordan to spread repayments, due on the debt, 
over the coming 10 years indnding a five-year grace period. 

The statement, which was issued a! the end of the talks in the 
French capital, gave no details of the consolidation periods, the 
amount involved or whether or not the agreement covers interest 
as weD as principal. 

Jordan's total outstanding foreign debt is estimated at $8 bHfion 
including $1.2 billion owed to commercial banks. Earlier tins 
month, Jardaneh and his team entered negotiations with the 
. commercial bank creditors grouped together as the London dob. 
Jardaneh had said that Jordan hopes to reschedule a total of about 
$650 milli on in loan payments due this year, although be did not 
say bow much is doe to the banks nor to creditor governments. 


PEKING (R) — China accused 
private b us ine s smen of evading 
taxes and exploiting female work¬ 
ers in what diplomats saw as a 
move to court public opinion 
after the military crackdown on 
pro-democracy protests. 

The People's Daily said Sunday 
that the businessmen were the 
richest people in China, driving 
private cars, sporting luxury 
watches worth several thousands 
yuan and dressing their wives m 
expensive outfits and jewellery. 

But it said a probe of Peking's 
100,000 private businessmen re¬ 
vealed that at least 40 per cent of 
their income was iSegal and eva¬ 
sion of tax and under-reporting of 
earnings wass widespread. 

“When they declare their in¬ 
come, they fie low. The more 
they earn, the more they con¬ 
ceal... 94.5 per cent do not keep 
accounts, who knows how much 
tax they evade? die paper said. 

It said some of their profits 
came from employing peasant 
girls from the countryside be¬ 
cause they could pay them the 
lowest wages. 

Banned for much of the Maoist 
period until 1976, private busi¬ 
ness boomed under reforms 


average annual income of a Pet 
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mss wsa 15361 yuan ($4,150). 
seven times more than workman 
stare food outlets and nearly 20 
times more than the average offi¬ 
cial. 

Sunday's article was one. of a 
series in the official press attack¬ 
ing private business for ualprifr 
trees. Bars have been accused of 
engaging in prostitution and. 
prominent acton and singers, have, 
also been accused of dodging 
taxes. 

A Western efipiomat said the 
Co mmuni st Party was hying to 
restore its prestige among people 
in major cities who knew of the 
mfijtary s uppressi on of student-. 
led pr ot es ts on June 4 6a which 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
died. 

“This is a good issue far the 
party.” be sakL “Orctowy peo-’ 
pie resent the great discrepancy 
between their income and that of 
the private businessmen sod 
over-pricing and selling of fake 
goods some of them engage in.** 

A second diplomat said 
another reason for the attack was 


the government defeat, widening 
as Peking ss forced fo pay wore 
and more subsidies to stop pride 
rites that could arouse- forth** 
public dfecewtent- 
Ustug International Monetary 
Fund methods of calculation. 
Chios’s state takfeet deficit was 
targeted in 'March to reach 35 
MSeft yuan (S&S ftiKou) this 
year, sashst 34 bi&on (59.2 fcal- 
- son) in 1968. 

V -But Fminc& MSabtu 
Btnggiwi mtheetteri this month, 
without giving figures, .that the 
target would beexcMshxt 
The Wmketx PaSyssid Sun¬ 
day this year rarttmjJ safoid£c$ 
for prices and state firms would 
reach ».H7 bBtotyuaMS&.17 
biffioe) or 32.fr per «w* of sate 
‘ revenue. That in up from 76.278 
billion (S203 faSmn)or 29,5 per 
cent of state ivtvmKr in. 1988. 

Payment personal tax is a 
new idea-m-China, which for 
three decades retied on taxes 
..from Slate enterprises. Qnlyin 
recent years Jnve. individuals 
been tiabfeforooes.afld even 
then only those with high fa- 


ing since 1979, giving China's 
cities a service sector that is tbe 
envy of many communist coun¬ 
tries. “To get rich is glorious" 
became an official slogan. 

According to official figures, 
China has more than 14 million 
private enterprises — many of 
them one-man operations and 
most of them restaurants, hair¬ 
dressers, food and clothes stalls 
or repair operations. 

Bnt the entrepreneurs have 
lived on an idcolgoical knife- 
edge, the first to be criticised 
during leftist campaigns and sub¬ 
ject to numerous levies, legal and 
illegal, by officials who know 
no-one will defend them. 

The People's Daily said the 


prices to stay strong 


Qatar considers setting up stock exchange 


NICOSIA (R) — Qatar is plan¬ 
ning to follow its Guif Arab allies 
in setting up a stock exchange to 
benefit from the new confidence 
prevailing in the region. 

The Qatari News Agency re¬ 
ceived in Cyprus said an Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) team ar¬ 
rived in Doha Saturday for week- 
long talks with officials on the 
“possibility of setting up a stock 
exchange in Qatar and linking it 


with world markets." 

It said the Abu Dhabi-based 
delegation would review the step 
with senior officials from the eco¬ 
nomy and finance and petroleum 
ministries and the Qatar Monet¬ 
ary Agency. 

The step followed a similar 
move by its allies in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — 
Oman and Bahrain — amid pre¬ 
vailing confidence after the Au¬ 


gust ceasefire in the eight-year- 
Fong Traq-Iran war. 

The GCC. an economic and 
political alliance, also groups 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Oman and Bahrain opened 
stock exchanges last May and 
June respectively and Kuwait 
started setting up a parallel ex¬ 
change alongside its official mar¬ 
ket to encourage companies to go 


public. The UAE has similar 
plaits. 

Saudi Arabia opened an ex¬ 
change in 1987 but it was closed 
after three weeks because of what 
bankers termed religious objec¬ 
tions from the religious com¬ 
munity. 

Economists say that after the 
October 1987 stock market crash 
there was a significant return of 
Gulf capital from abroad. 


Bangladesh weaves success story 
on prospering garment industry 


DHAKA (AP) — Sewing riage and frequent childbirth, 
machines are serving as the im- In this underfed, overpopu- 
petns of a quiet revolution in Iated, disaster-prone nation, the 
Bangladesh, giving women an garment industry has established 
alternative to poverty, early mar- itself as a success story both 
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economically aad socially. 

Nahar was 12 when her family 
arranged her marriage to a bicy¬ 
cle-rickshaw’ puller who she said 
beat her. By 16. sbe was a de¬ 
serted wife with an infan t son. 

Traditionally, the only re¬ 
spectable options for such a poor 
village girl would have been to 
remarry or become a maid. The 
other possibilities in Bangladesh's 
limited female labour market 
were husking rice, pounding 
bricks and stones into gravel at 
construction sites, or prostitu¬ 
tion. 

Instead, a few months after 
Nahar's husband cast her out in 
1985, a relative offered her a job 
in the fledgling garment industry. 

Now 20, she works as a sewing 
machine operator at Y.K. Gar¬ 
ments, on Elephant Road in the 
centre of Dhaka, and sends half 
her monthly salary of 900 takas 
(about $28) home to her mother 
to take care of her five-year-old 
son. Her annual salary of $396 is 
more than double the country’s 
average per capita income of 
$160. 

"I feel I'm the happiest wo man 
on earth. No one beats me any¬ 
more almost every night. Vm 
independent and I earn my own 
money,” Nahar said, flashing a 
smile. Like many Bangladeshis, 
she does not use a last name. 

Such independence is still a 
rare option for most Bangladeshi 
women, but it is a be ginning — 
and it is growing. 

About 300,000 women work in 
Bangladesh’s clothing factories, 
making up 90 per cent of the 
industry’s workforce. Govern¬ 
ment statistics show the number 
of export-oriented clothing fac¬ 
tories swelled from four in 1979 
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to 172 in 1988. 

Export earnings from the in¬ 
dustry shot np form $500,000 in 
1979 to $450 million in 1968 and 
now bring in 35 per cent of the 
nation's foreign exchange. 

Today Bangladesh is the fifth- 
largest exporter of ready-made 
do thing to the United States, 
after Hong Kong, South Korea, 
Taiwan and China, according to 
the U.S. embassy. 

“The beauty of this sector is 
that Bangladesh has a great 
potentiality to expand,” said 
Abul Ehsan, chair man of the 
Bangladesh Garments Manufac¬ 
turers and Exporters Association. 
“We could easily earn $700 mil¬ 
lion in the course of a year and a 

half. " 

In addition to providing a 
mneh-needed boost to the nation¬ 
al economy, the garment industry 
could make a small dent in 
population growth if more 
women choose to many later, 
thereby reducing their child-bear¬ 
ing years. 

Bangladesh is the world's most 
densely populated land after the 
city-states of Hong Kong and 
Singapore. At the current birth 
rate, the population of 110 mil¬ 
lion wifi double within 35 years, 
further taxing living space and 
agricultural land in a country 
constantly buffeted by floods, 
drough ts an d cyclones. 

UNICEF says 86 per cent of 
the population already lives be¬ 
low the poverty level,the income 
needed to obtain nmumam nutri¬ 
tional needs. 

Ayesha Khatoon, daughter of a 
landless peasant in Bangladesh's 
northern Rangpnr district, was 11 
when she fled to Dhaka in 1984 
because her parents planned to 
marry her to a 16-year-old boy. 

“I did not want the marriage. 
The job at the garment factory 
has saved my life. Otherwise I 
would have ended up either being 
a maid at a rich man's house or, 
who knows, in a brothel," she 
said. 

Ayesha and three of her co¬ 
workers at Meghna Garments In¬ 
dustry Ltd. share a one-room, 
tin-roofed apartment 

. 

One of her roommates, 25- 
year-old Kbodeza, said sbe left 
her husband two years ago be¬ 
cause he insisted they have a fifth 
child. The first four were girls, 
and he wanted a son. 


BANDUNG, Indonesia (R) 
Indonesian Mines and Energy 
Minister Ginanjar Kartasa&mita 
said he expects <ofl prices fa re- 
main strong through tbe third 
quarter of the year. 

“There is nothing to marry 
about You can see l stay cake 
because 2 am sure oft prices wzB 
be going up, and at present 
OPEC's crude basket is up to 
$27, so it is still stable," Ginanjar 
told Renters after delivering a 
lecture at the Institute of Tech¬ 
nology here. 

Ginanjar said it had been pre¬ 
dicted that oil prices would 
weaken this quarter but in feet 
they were steady. 'T am not 
concerned about that.” be said. 

On Friday U.S. spot crude 
prices were quoted at $19.84 a 
barrel. The key Brent Wend was 
quoted late at $17.65. 

Ginanjar said a statement by 
United Arab Emirates President 
Zaid Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan test 
week would create a positive di¬ 
mate within the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). The UAE leader was 
quoted as saying his country 
would respect the group’s deci¬ 
sions. 

Industry sources say the UAE 
has been exceeding its OPEC oil 
output quota. ■ 

“I am optimistic that all OPEC 
states now fed that they are 
responsible to OPECj” Ginanjar 


' Ginanjar said he had heard 
that OPECs present output was 
slightly above its 19.5 mfljion 
barrels a day quota. He declined 
to elaborate. 

“I think if OPEC wants to raise 
the quota to 20 million barrels in 
die fourth quarter, it is not a 
problem.” he said. 

Ginanjar said OPECs expert 
committee for long-term strategic 
planning, of which Indonesia is a 
member, had concl ude d its first 
meeting. He said the group had 
produced a paper but there was 
still need for further talks. 

Ginanjar said OPEC ministers 
planned to discuss in September 
quotas for the fourth quarter, 
long-term strategy, permanent 
quotas and a restructuring of the 

r f)PEC is entering a critical 
phase in its bid to regain some of 
ihe grip it bad on petroleum 
prices before the oil glut of the 


Iraq’s emergence as an oil “su¬ 
perpower” after the Gulf war 
with Iran threatens to create new 
tensions over setting sales quotas. 
OPEC relies on quotas to try to 
control prices. 

' Uncertainty also prevails on 
whether demand for oil from foe 
13-nation group will be enough to 
mop up foe excess output ex¬ 
pected in coining months. 

“Fundamentals are looking fra¬ 
gile,” said Mike Rothman, senior 
energy analyst with New York 
firm Merrill Lynch Capital Mar¬ 
kets. 

A six-year gain in U.S. petrol 
demand, for instance, may be 
peaking as motorists react to 
stronger pump prices charged re¬ 
cently. And there are signs the 
U.S. economy is slowing. 

But Steve Turner at. London 
stockbrokers Smith New Court 
thinks OPEC can still go on 
produdng at recent levels, of 
around 21 million bands daily, 
without any lag gain in stocks and 


consequent risk toprices. 

And Rothman, for his part. 

- shared ao opimoft heard among 
Western industry executives that 
prices,, while weakening. are un- 
-Kkety to drop im foe next month 
or so by more than S2 or S3 per 
barrel front & . world average 
around $17. now. 

One reason for not expecting 
another crash to S10 or lower is 
that more OPEC talks are fixed 
for SepL Z2 when ministers will 
try agufo to set quotas they can all 
agxte on. •• 

“Bearish’* reports on excess 
output by some members which 
reject their present quotas may 
hit the market soon. 

For instance, some oil com¬ 
pany source* said Kuwait could 
be pumping as much as 1.8 mil¬ 
lion barrels daily despite a "gent¬ 
leman's agreement” with other 
group sellers last month to try to 
cut to L3S faHliau. 

But the negative psychological 
impact of that kind of report 
would be offcet by traders* cau- 
tionas the new OPEC meetmg in 
September looms, said a senior 
Western oil industry official* 

September’s meeting will seek 
* better way to assign quotas than 
the present politically tinged hag¬ 
gling, such as using a mix of 
criteria tike past output, oil re¬ 
serves and population. 

The present system dates from 
early onr in foe glut of foe. 1989s 
after prices atop to $40 had killed 
demand for'OPEC cal. Those 
high prices stampeded foe West 
into energy conservation and into 
a search for new oft fields such as 
those in the Neath Sea and Ato¬ 
ka which are outride OPEC cbn.- 
trol. 

But a. previous, attempt to 
realign quotes on the basis of 
objective criteria failed in 1986. 
No minister would assent to any 
formula tharjnigbr cut his percen¬ 
tage share. 

OPEC has fudged solutions be¬ 
fore and tiie industry bet is that it 
mil have to do so again, and that 
it will more or less match supply 
with demand until its next meet¬ 
ing due in December. 

Nobody wants another {nice 
crash, say OPEC leaders includ¬ 
ing Kuwait's Sheikh AH Al Khali¬ 
fa Al Sabah. -But it is hard to see 
how* if it just keeps stumbling 
from one ad hoc arrangement to 
another, it can ever arbitrate 
prices in a coherent way. 

“Any one of foe Middle East 
countries can give the others an 
ultimatum of the kind Kuwait has 
just issued,” said Geoff Pyne, 
energy economist with finance 
bouse UBS Phillips and Drew. 

“Either allow me a higher mar¬ 
ket share or I will decide for 
myself what foe correct level of 
my production should be.”- • 

The United. Arab- Emirates .is 
doing mix* foe same foing. 

Now, Iraq ts rebuilding capac¬ 
ity and may pressfbr a bigger 
quota. Its ofl minister, Xssam 
Abdul Rahim Al Chalabi, says it 
will have the ability to export 
more than. 5.5 million -.barrels', 
daily in 1990, twee its present 
allowable volume. 

Iraq, with output potential; 
second only to Saudi ArabiaV 
badly needs money to rebnSd 
after foe Quit war. Also,, -says 
Hranpbrey Harrison who follows 
OPEC for stockbrokers Kites! 
and Aiten,’* it has aspirations as' ■ 
a putative OPEC power broker:* 
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victory 
over U.K. 

EASTBOURNE, En gla n d (AP) 

— Martin Jaite defeated Chris 
Bailey in straight sets Saturday to 
lead Argentina to a 3-2 victory in 
its Davis Cup qualifying series 
with Britain, sending the Argen¬ 
tines back into the world group 
next year, 

Jaite, ranked 40th in the world, 
seated far more co mfortabl e on 
the grass than in his Thursday loss 
to Britain's Jeremy Bates as he 
scored A 7-6,6-3,7-5 victory over 
the 187th-ranked Bailey to give 

- Argentina an instramentable 3-1 
lead in the series. 

In the day's second match, 
B ates won when Argentine 
Alberto Mantini retired with a 
thigh muscle injury after tr ailing 
5-0 in die first set. 

Argentina, the" first Latin 
American nation to participate in 
the Davis Cup in 1923, will rejoin ' 
the 16-nation woddgroup in 1990 
after two years in zonal competi¬ 
tion. Britain will remain in Euro¬ 
pean zonal competition in -1990 
for the third consecutive year. 

Jaite threatened repeatedly to 
break Bailey’s serve in the first 
set bat to settle for a 7-4 victory in 
the tiebreaker. 

He had five break points in the 
11 th game of the set but failed to 
convert any of them, and then 
needed four set points in the 
tiebreaker before wr appin g up 
the set on a delicate backhand 
cross-court shot. . 


NEW YORE (AP) — Sandra 
Farmer-Patrick smashed her 
American, record in the women's 
400-metre int ermediate hurdles 
and C ari Lews extended his kmg^ 
jump winning streak to 61 Satur¬ 
day at the inaugural New York 
track: and~field games. 

. While Farmer-Patrick and- 
Lems were producing their best 
performances of die year, sprint 
sensation Dawn Sowell had her 
biggest mishap of an o t h er wi se 
glittering season, i nj u r in g her 
left hamstring. 

Lewis! also pulled op fame fcj 
the . men’s 4<XKinetre9 relay, bat 
shrugged off any injury, saying 
only that his calves cramped be¬ 
cause he was dehydrated. 


l wasmaJemgsnre that I didn’t 
t injured, "Lewis said after 
bbtx&g off the Cofrunbia Uni- 


the anchor 
— —nfeai trad 
...Farmer-Patrick,. a former - 
Jamaican, who became a United 
States citizen last year, was timed 
in 53.75 set June 17 at Houston in 
he national championship. 

In wimungwidz the fastest time 
in the world tins year and the 
sixth-fastest in history, she easily 
beat Jackie Joyner-Keraee, the 
double Olympic champion. The 
world records S2JM, by Marina 
Stcphanova of the Soviet Union. 

Joyner-Keraee, the 1988 Olym- 
pic gold medalist in the long jump 
and heptathlon who has concen¬ 
trated cm the .400 hurdles this 
year, was even with Fanner-Pat- 
rick coming off the seventh of the 
10 hurdles. 

But Farmer-Patrick, undefe¬ 
ated this year, went ahead to stay 
craning off die final curve and 
pulled away to a 15-metre vic¬ 
tory. 

Joyner-Keraee faded to thud 
behind Schowanda Williams . 

“I was hoping to do 54 flat,” 




GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

eiflBS Tribune Madia SanteM, ina 


FIND THE LOSING TRICK! 


Both vulnerable. South 
NORTH 
*.7 6 3 
9KQJ9S7 
0 3 

* A 6 2 

WEST EAST. 

* Q 9 S 4 * K 10 5 

7 42 9 10 5 43 

0952 07 

• K Q 10 3 * 19 8 7 4... 

SOUTH 

* AJ 2 
9 A. 

0 A K Q J10 tfb'4 ' 

* 5 


The bidding:- 

- 


South 

Wert 

North' 

East 

2 0 

Pass 

2 9 • 

Pan 

3 0 

Pass 

3 9 

Pan 

3 * 

Pass 

4 9 

Pan 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 0 

Pan 

6 0 

Pass 

Pass 

Pan 


Opening lead: King of * 

As the years go by. we Eke to 
dwell increasingly on some of our 
favorite moments of bygone days.. 
This hand, from a rubber bridge 
game at the Golden Gate Bridge 
Club in San Francisco some 20 years 
ago, stQl brings a smile. Your job is 
to decide which trick declarer lost 
while fulfilling his slam, and when 
he lost it. 

We really can’t fault the bidding. 
We were t8nght at our mother’s 


knee never to pot a solid right-card 
suit down in dummy—with that 
type of hand, we. declare. In this 
instance, six heaits might be a better 
contract but, as the cards lie, a dub 
lead would .have proved fatal 

Move to the top of the class if you 
decided that declarer lost a dub 
uick, and that he. lost it at the very 
first trick! The declarer was Bob 
.Bruno, now living in New York 
City. He saw that there was no le¬ 
gitimate way to make bis contract, 
since thjS openipg lead was about to 
' remove his only"'entry while 'the 
heart suit was blocked. So he made 
the beautiful deceptive play of .al¬ 
lowing the king of dubs to win the 
first trick. 

When East signalled encourag¬ 
ingly with a high dub at trick one, 
West, who did riot have the foggiest 
idea about what was going on, inno¬ 
cently fad another dub. On dum¬ 
my’s ace of dabs declarer jettisoned 
his ace of hearts. Next came the 
king-queen of hearts, on which de¬ 
clarer discarded Ins two spade los¬ 
ers. Now, it was a simple matter to 
draw trumps and claim the Test of 
the tricks. 

For information about Charles 
Goran’s n ewslett e r for bridge play¬ 
ers, write Gores Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32882- 
4426. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- 
seated by the above cartoon. 


Answorhere: A 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomonow) 

jumbles: FRUIT TOKEN - ^ 

answer Whafg m tsrin g /rom most hoHflaputos?— 
y ' nw -T COU3 FACTS 



Lemond wins Tour de France 
in suspenseful, closest finish 


PARIS (AP) — Greg Lemond won the Tonr de 
Prance Stmday, edging Laurent Fignon of France by 
eight seconds in the closest and most snspensefiil 
running ever of the cycling classi c. 


Over another hurdle: bet Cofin Jackson could only third in 
the hurdles in New York. 

Farmer-Patrick sets 
new U.S. record 


Lemond won the final stage, a 
24.5-kilometre race against the 
dock from Versailles ro Paris, in 
26 minutes, 57 seconds. 

When Fignon, grimacing and 
gritting his teeth, crossed the 
finish line shortly afterwards in a 
time 58 seconds slower, the 
American yelped and thrust his 
fist in the air in a gesture of 
victory. 

Fignon bad started the day with 
a 50-second advantage over 
Lemond, which most cycling ex¬ 
perts thought was insurmount¬ 
able. 


“I went all out,” Lemond said 
in a brief television interview. “I 
didn't want to be told Figoon's 
split times because that could 
break my concentration." 

Fignon and Lemond — the 
only American ever to win the 
Tour de France — alternated in 
the lead for the last 17 days of the 
3,250-kilometre race, which 
started in Luxembourg on July 1. 
The previous closest finish in a 
Tonr de France was 3S seconds 
when Jan Janssen of the Nether¬ 
lands beat Herman van Springel 
of Belgium in 1968. 


Lemond's astonishing perform¬ 
ance in the finishing time trial 
climaxed a remarkable comeback 
from accidents and injuries teat 
left many cycling specialists 
doubtful he could ever recapture 
his winning form. 

Riding in the Tour de France 
for tee first time since his victory 
year in 1986, Lemond said at the 
beginning that be was just hoping 
to make a respectable showing. 

A shooting accident in Apnl 
1987 made Lemond miss that 
year's race. Shin surgery and an 
emergency appendectomy forced 
him to miss the following year. 

He was back this year, but 
unsure if his body could handle 
the 23-day event, especially in tee 
mountains, where he faltered in 
the Tour of Italy. 


But he surprised many by tak¬ 
ing the lead July 6, winning tee 
time trial to Rennes. 

He gave up the yellow jersey 
five days later in the Pyrenes* * but 
reclaimed it* 

Fignon took over the lead 
again at I'AIpe-D’huez July 19 
later and added to his margin the 
next day. Bote times be burst 
away from Lemond up the final 
climb, coming in third in tee 17th 
stage and winning tee 18th stage. 

Final overall standings had 
Pedro Delgado of Spain, last 
year’s winner, in third place be¬ 
hind Lemond and Fignon, fol¬ 
lowed by Gert-Jan Tbcnnissc of 
tee Netherlands in fourth place. 

“I always thought it was possi¬ 
ble,” a jubiliant Lemond said. 


Farmer-Patrick said. “I ran faster 
because... Jackie was in the race 
and it was the first rime I fa peri 
her. I wanted to beat her.” 

Last year, Farmer-Patrick ws 
disqualified in tee U.S. Olympic 
trials for running out of her lane. 

Lewis, unbeaten in tee long 
jump since the 1981 national in¬ 
door championships and a two- 
time Olympic gold medalist, 
equalled his best jump of the year 
in winning at 28 feet, 1-4 inch. 

Michael Conley, the 1985 
World Cup champion and two- 
time. National Collegiate Athletic 
Association champion was a dis¬ 
appointing fifth in 25-4, 3-4. 

: Steve Lems, tee OLymrac 400- 
metre gold medalist, canused to vic¬ 
tory over bronze medalist Danny 
Eyerett in 44.47. Everett finished 
second in 44.58 and Antonio Pet¬ 
tigrew, who has the fastest time in 
tiie world this year at 44.27, was 


in 45.54. 

Jamaican Winthrop Graham, 
the 1987 Pan American Games 
champion, overtook 1988 Olym¬ 
pic gold medalist Andre Pinilips 
after the final hurdle and won the 
men’s 400-metre hurdles in 48.20, 
the fastest time in the world this 
year. Phillips was second and 
Britain's Colin Jackson dis¬ 
appointing third in 48.57. 

Sweden’s Patrik Sjoberg, tee 
1987 world champion, won the 
men’s high jump at 7-9,1-4, then 
missed three tunes at a world 
record 8-0. Sjoberg beat Javier 
Sotomayor of Cuba, the world 
record-holder. Sotomayor, who 
has cleared 7-11 indoors and 
outdoors, finished second at 7-8. 

Butch Reynolds, the world re¬ 
cord-holder in tee men’s 400 
'metres, anchored a team teat 
won the men’s 1,600-metre relay 
in 3:00.19, the fastest in the world. 


Nashwan wins the 
Maktoums a clean sweep 


ASCOT, England (R) — Odds- 
on favourite Nashwan maintained 
his unbeaten record and com¬ 
pleted a unique quartet of victor¬ 
ies with a narrow triumph in the 
King George VI and Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth Diamond stakes horse 
race Saturday. 

Nashwan, at 9-2 on the shortest 
priced winning favourite in the 
history of the great race, was 
made to fight all the way by the 
Guy Harwood-trained Cacoethes 
before winning by a neck with tee 
rest seven lengths away. 

The win makes the Dick- 
H earn-trained colt ridden by Wil¬ 
li Carson the first horse to win the 
2,000 guineas, Epsom Derby, 
Eclipse Stakes and King George 
VI in the same season. 


It also means Nashwan’s own¬ 
er, Hamdan Ai Maktoum, and 
family have now won every group 
one race in England and Ireland 
except tee English Oaks and 
Coronation Cup. 

Jockey Michael Roberts sent 
50-1 outsider top class into the 
lead on the turn for home but 
Carson coaxed Nashwan into a 
challenging position and they 
edged ahead before the for long 
marker. 

Then Greville Starkey pushed 
6-1 shot Cacoethes into conten¬ 
tion and looked like being suc¬ 
cessful until Nashwan fought 
back with tremendous courage to 
snatch tee prize in the final 
strides. Top class finished third. 

It was Hem’s fifth success in 
the race and Carson's third. 


Becker wins out over Agassi 


MUNICH, West Germany (AP) 
— Boris Becker beat Andre 
Agassi in a ono-sei shootout and 
then teamed with Eric Jelen to 
hand Ken Flach and Robert 
Seguso their first lass in Davis 
Cup doubles Saturday, as West 
Germany took a 2-1 lead over the 
United States in their best-of-five 
semifinal. 

' Playipg before ahighly vocal 
capacity' crowd at Olympic Hall, 
Becker downed Agassi in the fifth 
and deriding set of a match that 
had been halted by a midnigh t 
curfew Friday. 

Becker had rallied from two 
sets down to even the contest 
before it was suspended. When 
play resumed 14 hours later, tee 
West German ace broke Agassi 
three times to complete a 6-7, 
6-7, 7-6, 6-3, 64 victory. 

Eighty minutes later, Becker 
was on the court again with Jelen. 
After losing the first set, the West 
Germans rallied to beat Flach 
and Seguso 3-6, 7-6, 64, 7-6. 

It was die first Davis Cup 
defeat for tee U.S. pair after 10 
wins. 


The West Germans can clinch a 
spot in the final by winning either 
of the two singles matches. Agas¬ 
si plays Cari-Uwe Steeb in tee 
first match, followed by Becker 
against Brad Gilbert. 

The w inning country will play 
Sweden or Yugoslavia for the 
Davie Cup championship in De¬ 
cember. Yugoslavia staved off 
e liminati on today by winnin g the' 
doubles, but Sweden only needs 
to split the singles matches to 
reach tee final for tee seventh 
straight year. 

After ending his dr amati c 4- 
hour, 26-minute match against 
Agassi with a winning service 
return, Becker raised his arms in 
triumph and jumped skyward as 
the 12,300 fans at the Olympic 
Hall gave him a thunderous ova¬ 
tion. 

Agassi, who had served for the 
match in the third set Friday, 
jumped over the net and the two 
players embraced. Becker then 
threw bis racket into the stands as 
he did after winning his third 
Wimbledon title earlier this 
month. 

Both men played brilliantly. 


slugging winners from all over the 
court. 

“I never dreamed Andre could 
play so good,” said Becker, who 
unproved his Davis Cup singles 
record to 25-2. “Only a couple of 
points derided the match. It was 
that close.” 

It was Agassi's first loss in eight 
Davis Cup matches. He is now 
0-5 in matches that have lasted 
five sets. 

‘Tm disappointed because I 
had my chances,” Agassi said. 
“But I don't feel I lost it. I feel he 
beat me.” 

Agasri, who is four places be¬ 
low no. 2 Becker in the world 
rankings, said it was the first time 
he ever jumped over the net and 
hugged his opponent after a 
match. 

“You pour your heart and guts 
into a match like that, and after¬ 
ward you feel great emotions,” 
Agassi said. 

“Boris and I got along great. 
There’s nobody I respect more.” 

The United States had taken a 
1-0 lead over tee defending cham¬ 
pions Friday when Gilbert rallied 


to beat Steeb 6-2, 2-6, 2-6, 64, 
64. 

“1 would have been a night¬ 
mare if I had lost, but fortunately 
I didn’t,” Gilbert said. 

Gilbert was filling in for John 
McEnroe who withdrew last 
week because of a shoulder in¬ 
jury. Gilbert was named as 
McEnroe's replacement after 
Michael Chang and Tim Mayotte 
turned down the offer. 

The turning point in tee error- 
filled match was tee traditional 
10-minute Davis Cup intermis¬ 
sion between the third and fourth 
sets. 

Steeb had the momentum 
going into the break, having just 
won the third set after saving four 
break points. But the rest seemed 
to rejuvenate Gilbert, who came 
out of the locker room and won 
tee final two sets despite erratic 
gronndstrok.es and a weak second 
serve. 

“I was playing like a wimp,” 
Gilbert said. “I had gotten caught 
up in all tee hype. During the 
break, I just relaxed. 

“He really wasn't beating me. 
“I was beating myself.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


MONTREAL SNEAKS PAST CINCINNATI 6-5 IN NINTH: 

Rex Hudler and Damaso Garcia bomered in tee ninth inning to rally 
five runs and lead tee Montreal Expos past tee Cincinnati Reds 6-5 in 
a last-inning crusade. With a 5-1 lesul, Cincinnati pitcher John Franco 
allowed a three-run homer to Hudler. Then he allowed a two-run 
bomer to Garda that sent tee Reds to their seventh straight loss. “I 
just can't believe it, usually with a four-run lead it's like money in tee 
bank,” said Franco, 2-3. (AP) 

N. ZEALAND BEAT HUNGARY: New Zealand completed a 4-1 
victory over Hungary in Auckland Sunday to clinch a place in the 
world group of the Davis Cup tennis competition. New Zealand won 
both the reverse singles after holding a 2-1 lead following Saturday's 
doubles. (AP) 

OMAN'S CHAMPIONS BEAT PAKISTANIS 2-0: Oman's 
Fanja beat Pakistan’s Punjab 2-0 in the opening match of tee 9th 
Asian Club championship group III qualifying round in Muscat 
Saturday. Bote goals were scored by Hilal Hamid Hamoud, the first 
in 21st minute and the second in tee 57te. Fanja’s players were 
expected to achieve better results, but lack of coordination and 
inspiration deprived them from of scoring more goals. The Omanis 
had the ball possession all through tee game but were kept at bay by- 
Punjab backs Muhammad Riaz and Tahir Qureshi. Hamoud. a 
former international striker, scored his first goal following a lob from 
Mohammed Said, nicknamed Sabah. He scored the second after a 
pass from the midfield from Abdullah Jumah. Four teams— Fanja of 
Oman, Punjab of Pakistan, Katmandu of Nepal, and India's 
SalgRoear of Goa — are playing in this Championship which ends 
July 29. (AP) 

IRAN 3, CHINA 2: Iran edged China 3-2 in Tehran Saturday in tee 
second leg of a World Cup soccer elimination match, but failed on 
goal average to secure a place in the final round in Italy next year. 
Iran’s official Islamic Republic News Agency reported. No other 
World Cup matches were played. Iran needed a decisive win at 
Tehran's Azadi Stadium to overcome its 2-0 defeat by China July 16 
to qualify. China now faces a wobbly Thai team at home and is 
certain to go through to the finals from Asian zone group 5. Iran beat 
Thailand 3-0 MayJJO. (AP)_ 


KNOL STOPS LONGO AT LEAST FOR DAY: Olympic 
champion Monique Knol of the Netherlands stopped Jeannle 
Longo’s winning streak at five as she won the 10th stage of the 
women's Tour De France at L’isle d’Abeau Saturday. However, 
Longo bolds an insurmountable lead with one stage left. She was 16th 
for the day but in the same time as Knol and has an 8-minute, 
44-second maigin over Maria Canins of Italy. Knot, who won the first 
two stages teen fell behind, outsprinted tee rest of the pack in a 
group finish, running the same route as the men but two boon 
earlier. She had a time of 3 hours, 16 minutes, 5 seconds over the 127 
kilometers (79 miles) from Aix-Les-Bains to L'Isle-d’Abeau. Longo, 
who had won tee five previous stages with Canins second in four of 
them, should win her third straight women's title Sunday barrine 
mishap. (AP) 



Peanuts 


THIS IS A GREAT REUNION. 
CHARLIE BROtiJN ! I THINK 
UJE SHOULD 60 CELEBRATE 
U)iTH A MARSHMALLOW SUNPAEf 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Onton kin 
5 Cinema aids 
10 SoUdfflee 

14 High point 

15 New cadst 

16 BK of thunder 

17 Curds psrtnsr 

18 Wolfs remark 

20 Lfluwrtaa not 

21 Kind of dancs 

22 Boo—p l ant 

23 Traffic sign 
25 Traffic tign 
28 Wept loudly 
28 Tracing 

unfairly 

32 Pale-faced 

33 Layers 

34 Born 

35 Proofreader's 
request 

36 Word 


■ pigment emsmsura mmii serdcu, inc. 

3 Ysswiif '1 Pszzta Solve* 

48 Cry of dread 11 German deer 

46 Alma — 12 Proh&fted 

47 Asian nation 13 Fitness 

60 Printing units carters 

61 Not up to par 19 Tap-dances 

54 Alternates - 21 Ad ole sc e nt 
57-Bantu tongue 24 a Song 
58 Sort of Qo_” 


59 Author Zole 26 Less noble 
<0 Til section - 27.National 
M Fresh taft Leaguer 

62 Bobbin 28 Sandbank 

63 Track posting 28 Encircled by 


- DOWN 

1 Tennis typo 

2 Stand return 

3 Grinding 
machine 

4 Essential 

5 Defend 


80 Approaches 
31 DNA elements 
38 Hard racks 

37 Hewaflan port 

38 Land area 
40 Fasts tore 
41-faring sextet 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 

nnnn nonian nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnu 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn annnn 
nnnn rninran nnnn 
nnnnn nnran nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnmnnnnn onanan 
nnnn unnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn anna nnnn 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


roii , . T7v sj ■ •a,-*- if* Ifi] 


Andy Capp 


6 Swung around 43 They don't 

7 Midsttt fang. a Ac 48 Tabula — 53 Koo-ha 

8 Flow away 44 Gentlewoman 48 Luau music- 56 Plata ctaanai? 

8 Lab chemical 48 — Parte, N J. makers 56 Bravo” 

10 Naha a bust 47 Hast mats. 52 Es ca p ed 57 Chaotic pises 



‘ LETS HAVE a S 
&RINK fOSETHER/J 
■ EM,MATE? MO< 
HARO FEELINGS ) 


WHEN HE'S HAD A FEW &WNWS HE'S 
Jr ALWAYS REACT/ID FORGIVE AND -r 

[ FORQETALLTHE NASTY TACKLES ] 
S-r————I-EVEN HIS OWN -Z-' 
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Police break up an anti -government demonstration in Bombay 

Indian opposition members 
to resign from parliament 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
opposition members of parlia¬ 
ment (MPs) agreed Sunday to 
resign from the lower house to 
highlight accusations of corrup¬ 
tion against Prime Minister Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi's government. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTI) said 106 members of the 
lower house will resign Monday 
in what is regarded as the last 
session of parliament before 
general elections Gandhi must 
call by the end of the year. 

The demand Gandhi resign 
Over a government auditor's 
report alleging irregularities in 
the purchase of $1.3 billion 
worth of field guns from 


Sweden's Bofors company. 

The opposition members said 
Gandhi was obliged to resign 
because he had misled parlia¬ 
ment over the role of middle¬ 
men in securing the Bofors con¬ 
tract. 

A spokesman for one party, 
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), 
said a report by the auditor and 
comptroller general clearly in¬ 
dicated that agents had taken 
kickbacks for die contract. 

Gandhi laid himself open to 
charges of misleading parlia¬ 
ment by saying no middlemen 
were involved in the Bofors 
contract, said AGP MP Dinesh 
Goswami. 


The decision to quit will 
mean the opposition's absence 
when the lower bouse discusses 
the report Monday. 

Goswami said there would be 
little use in the opposition 
attending the session since even 
a no-confidence motion it had 
earlier planned to bring against 
Gandhi would be easily defe¬ 
ated by the ruling party's clear 
majority in parliament. 

Political analysts said the de- 
risin to resign was part of the 
opposition’s strategy to high¬ 
light corruption in the govern¬ 
ment and make it an election 


Crowded cells, beatings for 
victims of Chinese purges 


PEX3NG (R) — Chinese caught 
in waves of arrests after the 
army's suppression of the demo¬ 
cracy movement are emerging 
from prisons with descriptions of 
overcrowded cells, beatings and 
brutal interrogations. 

At least 5,000 people have 
been arrested in Peking alone, 
including many dissidents attack¬ 
ed by name by Mayor Chen 
Xitong in a speech last month, 
foreign diplomats said Sunday 
quoting informed Chinese 
sources. 

Parts of the Chinese capital 
have been under martial law since 
May 20. Arrests are often made 
at night by plainclothes police in 
unmarked cars. Suspects dis¬ 
appear without their families 
being informed. 

“You don't know where you 
are taken. You don’t know where 
you are," said one former pris¬ 
oner. 

Conditions vary. One well- 
known intellectual, who was de¬ 
tained for several days, said he 
was treated humanely and had no 
complaints. 

Several others described small, 
unbearably hot cells packed so 
tight with 40 to 60 people that 
there is no room to lie down. The 
toilet is a bucket. 


Nobody who has been in prison 
and later released wants to be 
identified in reports by journal¬ 
ists. Most do not want to talk at 
all. 

Interrogations are sometimes 
preceded by a beating, according 
to two accounts. A student was' 
hit by electric prods, a writer by 
rifle butts. 

Martial law troops and police 
alike use violence — the worst 
beatings apparently administered 
to workers and unemployed 
youths who fought the army with 
petrol bombs and rocks when 
armoured troops crashed through 
Peking to Tiananmen Square on 
the night of June 3 and early 
hours of June 4. 

It appears that many Chinese 
arrested have been released and 
then some detained for a second 
or third time. 

In the first few weeks after the 
military operation, the Commun¬ 
ist authorities widely publicised 
the mass arrests of suspects, 
showing bedraggled individuals 
interrogated at gun-point and 
signing confessions. 

Three people were executed in 
Shanghai, seven in Peking and 
two in Sichuan — all accused of 
rioting, sabotage or resisting tbe 
army. 


Hungarian Communists snubbed 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary’s 
strongest opposition gro up h as 
outpoiled the ruling Communist 
Party in three out of four 
weekend by-c lections — the first 
free vote since 1947. 

The by-elections were a fore¬ 
taste of a nationwide multi-party 
poll — unprecedented since the 
party suppressed its rivals 40 
years ago — which must take 
place by trrid-1990. 

“It’s obvious the Communist 
Party will find it hard to raise 
voters," one Western diplomat 
commented. 

In Godollo, 30 kilometres 
northeast of Budapest, an 
alliance headed by the Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (HDF) won 
tbe opposition's first seat in par¬ 
liament by polling 69.2 per cent 
against only 29.9 per cent for the 


Communist Party candidate. 

Lutheran pries Gabor Resale, 
35, was joint candidate of the 
HDF and two radical Western- 
oriented groups: Che Affiance of 
Free Democrats and tbe indepen¬ 
dent youth group Fidesz. 

In southern Szeged the HDF 
candidate polled 59.4 per cent 
against 39 per cent for that of the 
officially-backed People’s Patrio¬ 
tic Front (PFF), and in Kecs¬ 
kemet the HDF took 47.3 per 
cent a gamst only 22.2 per cent for 
a Communist candidate. 

Bur as elections in Hungary are 
deemed valid only if more than 
half the electorate turns out, 
these two elections wfl! be rerun 
in two weeks time. Szeged and 
Kecskemet had turnouts of only 
45 and 44 per cent respectively. 

In the fourth constituency — 


pr ov incial Kiskunfdcgybaa — 
the Communists topped the poll 
with 44.9 per cent. 

But as their candidate fai le d to 
win a majority of votes cast, there 
will be a run-off ©nAug. 5 against 
a PPF candidate who took 29.6 
per cent. 

The HDF candidate polled 
24.6 per cent. 

Founded less than two years 
ago and now with 17,000 mem¬ 
bers, the HDF trades largely on 
nationalist feeling and concern 
for ethnic Hungarians in 
Romania. 

Roszik, flic su c cessf u l candi¬ 
date for the HDF-Icd alliance in 
Godollo, becomes Hungary’s first 
opposition MP for more than four 
decades. 

“It’s wonderful feeling," he 
said in an interview on Hungarian 


television, k 

Opposition members and di- 
pkffinats were surprised by the 
few turnout at the first opportun¬ 
ity to voce against the Communist 
Party for 45 years. 

Although there were queues_at 
some polling stations in foe early 
morning, the trend faded through 
the day. 

Szeged officials Warned holi¬ 
days sod harvesting. But cme 
diplom at said : “I think it’s amply 
voter apathy.” 

Some western observers bc- 
Kcve. Hungarians are less in¬ 
terested in the workings of demo¬ 
cracy than-in their difficult finan¬ 
cial situation as the government 
imposes austerity measures to 
Eastern Europe’s highest 
per capita debt. 


Sri Lankan censor chief shot dead 


COLOMBO (AP) — Sri Lanka’s 
chief government censor was shot 
and killed Sunday, police and 
witnesses said. 

Themis Guruge, who also 
headed the government-owned 
radio station, was taking a walk 
□ear his home at Polhengoda, 
seven kilometres southeast of the 
capital of Colombo when he was 
shot by two unidentified gunmen 
riding in a white car, police said 
on condition they not be identi¬ 
fied. 

Guruge, 60, a well-known 
broadcaster, was named head of 
the government's four-person 
censorship committee two weeks 
ago. Censorship on local and 
foreign press reports was imposed 
amid escalating ethnic violence 
and a growing dispute between 


India and Sri Lanka over the 
presence of a 40.000-man Indian 
peacekeeping force. 

Guruge, a Sinhalese, was 
appointed chairman of the Sri 
Lanka Broadcasting Corporation 
two months ago. Radio em¬ 
ployees have received death 
threats from Sinhalese extremists 
in the past. 

Police gave no indication who 
may have been responsible for 
the killing. No one immediately 
claimed responsibility. 

Witnesses, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, said Guruge's 
family rushed him to a hospital 
and their car was fired on by 
police at a checkpoint One rela¬ 
tive was slightly wounded, the 
witnesses said. 

Guruge was pronounced dead 


on arrival at Colombo general 
hospital. 

On Friday, Agriculture Minis¬ 
ter Lalirh Athulathmudali told 
parliament that censoring the 
press, both local and foreign, was 
proving to be counter-productive. 

Foreign Minister Ranj an Wi- 
jeratne, who announced the cen¬ 
sorship July 6, said be agreed and 
promised to lift it soon, at least 
for foreign media. 

Demand renewed 

According to a letter released 
by the government on Saturday, 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
would consider a 19S7 agreement 
with India to be against Sri Lank¬ 
a’s interests if it is used to justify 
the presence of Indian soldiers on 


Their executions, by a shot to a 
back of the brad, drew wide¬ 
spread international condemna¬ 
tion. China rejected tins as "in¬ 
terference in its internal affairs”. 

Recently, in what diplomats 
see as an attempt to protect its 
image abroad, China's state-con¬ 
trolled national newspapers have 
stopped reporting mass arrests. 
Television no longer has harrow¬ 
ing pictures of interrogations. 

“These are long-tried tactics," 
one foreign diplomat said. “You 
execute a few, imprison a lot and 
terrorise the majority and then 
release them so they will not dare 
to dissent again." 

Senior leader Deng Xiaoping, 
who as chairman of tbe Commun¬ 
ist Party’s Military Commission 
gave the go-ahead for the crack¬ 
down. has described the demo¬ 
cracy movement as a “counter¬ 
revolutionary rebellion” which 
threatened foe party’s survival. 

Officials decline to say who or 
how many people have been 
arrested across the country. Di¬ 
plomats es timate that thousands 
have been detained outride Pek¬ 
ing, especially in major cities 
where workers and students 
joined in mass anti-government 
protests in May. 


OAU ministers blast Pretoria, get tough on Namibia 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — African 
foreign ministers have rejected 
South Africa's latest offers to 
reform apartheid and urged 
tougher international sanctions 
to end white domination. 

They also called on the United 
Nations to boost its p e a cekeeping 
force in Namibia and to act to 
make sore that South Africa 
could not thwart independence 
elections there. 

The ministers* resolutions, 
drawn up after week-long talks 
Saturday, are virtually certain 
to be approved by heads of state 
at the three-day annual summit 
of the 49-nation Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) opening 
Monday. 

The resolutions urge the im¬ 
mediate disbanding of Koevoet 


(crowbar), the counter-in¬ 
surgency unit which Pretoria 
used in its 23-year bush war 
against the Namibian nationalist 
South West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO). 

Namibian authorities say 
Koevoet has been broken up. 
But U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar Friday 
cited tbe presence of Koevoet 
members among South African 
security forces as the main 
problem in the run-up to 
November elections. 

The ministers urged the U.N., 
overseeing Namibia’s transition 
to independence next year, to 
boost its 4,650-strong force in 
Namibia to the 7,500 originally 
envisaged. The U.N. Security 
Council cut the numbers to save 


money. 

South Africa, eager to break 
ont of its international isolation, 
has conceded Namibia’s free¬ 
dom in return for a withdrawal 
of Cnban troops from Angola. 

Of South Africa’s crackdown 
on protest, the ministers said 
their council “strongly con¬ 
demns the terrorism practised 
by South Africa under its state 
of emergency and the hanging 
verdicts passed by the courts on 
anti-apartheid opponents.” 

Referring to rnfing Nation¬ 
al Party leader F.W. de Klerk’s 
pledges to reform apartheid, 
they said: “We reject categor¬ 
ically the so-called five-point re¬ 
form plan of foe National Par¬ 
ty which is aimed at entrenching 
white domination.” 


They called for tougher Inter¬ 
national sanctions against South 
Africa, demanding equal votes 
there for aU. 

They sharply attacked Israel, 
Taiwan and ChBcfor military 

cooperation with South Africa. 

The ministers urged in¬ 
creased international aid to en¬ 
sure that aH Namibian exBes 
returned for tbe polls and called 
for greater finan cial and mate¬ 
rial aid to tbe six southern 
African frontline states. 

They demanded the immedi¬ 
ate and tmcoadltiona! release of 
jailed South African wationaHst 
leader Nelson Mandela and all 
political prisoners, and the un¬ 
banning by Pretoria of Mack 
nationalist movements. 


End seen to 3-year-old Surinamese rebellion 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — A 
three-year-old guerrilla war in 
Suriname has ended with a truce 
enlisting the insurgents in the 
nation’s police force, according to 
Dutch newspapers. 

But the accord has come under 
heavy criticism from tbe Suri¬ 
namese army, which ruled tbe 
former Dutch colony until 1987, 
tbe reports said. 

Friday’s truce between the gov¬ 
ernment and the jungle comman¬ 
do marked the end of an intermit¬ 
tent confrontation in eastern 
Suriname that is thought to have 
cost several hundred lives. 

Tbe accord, signed in Kouxou 
in neighbouring French Guiana, 
stipulated that the rebels will not 
be disarmed, but would withdraw 
to three specified locations, 
according to foe Dutch reports. 

Tbe group will later be enlisted 


in a special police unit, the re¬ 
ports said. 

But in a statement released 
after the signing ceremony, tbe 
Surinamese army demanded the 
rebel group surrender its 
weapons and said its police role 
would be “unconstitutional,' 1 the 
reports said. 

The army’s ultimate approval 
of the truce is regarded as crucial 
to its credibility. 

The rebels were led by Ronnie 
Brunswijk, a former bodyguard 
to foe nation’s military ruler, 
Desi Bouterse, who came to pow¬ 
er in a 1980 military coup. 

Bouterse was replaced by a 
civilian government in 1987 elec¬ 
tions, but he and the Dutch- 
trained army still has consider¬ 
able influence in Surinamese poli¬ 
tics under a state of emergency in 
large parts of the nation. 


Brunswijk had agreed to a 
ceasefire in late 1987, but skir¬ 
mishing continued until last 
month. 

Brunswijk was fired as 
Booterse’s bodyguard in 1986. 
Details of their falling out are 
unknown, but foe war is seen as a 
personal feud between Brunswijk 
and Bouterse. 

After he was fired, Burnwijk is 
said to have taken aims and 
ammunition with him. He robbed 
banks and gave tbe money to his 
people, gaining foe reputation of 
a Robin Hood. But in June, 1986, 
Boutense’s army attacked Brans-- 
wijk’s village, and the jungle 
commando was born. 

The truce also contained provi¬ 
sions for an end to the state of 
emergency and for aid to eastern 
Suriname. 

The Brunswijk group was new- 


Questions remain unanswered in fierry DC-10 crash 


By David Briscoe 

77k Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Investiga¬ 
tors are tryiDg to find out why 
an airliner designed to fly with¬ 
out one of its engines could not, 
and why an engine designed to 
contain its own failure 
apparently did not. 

Government engineers and 
scientists poring over the 
wreckage and records of Flight 
232 have not yet found the 
cause of foe United Airlines 
DC-10 crash Wednesday that 
killed more than a third of the 
296 people aboard. 

What they knew by the 
weekend was that an explosive 
engine failure occurred while 
foe three-engine ailiner was en 
route from Denver to Chicago, 
that portions of foe tail section 
were damaged in foe explosion, 
and that tbe hydraulic flight 
control systems had lost all its 
fluid by foe time foe plane 
crash-landed at foe Sioux City 
airport. 

The government National 
Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) was focusing in foe first 
days of what will be a raonths- 
long investigation on foe 15- 
year-old airlin er’s engine-car¬ 
rying tail section, foe disabled 
hydraulic systems, the plane's 
maintenance records and foe 
actions of its cockpit crew. 

In the long ran, they also will 
examine issues related to air¬ 


craft design, crew training, pas¬ 
senger survival after impact, 
performance of the air traffic 
control system and federal 
oversight of maintenance, 
along with emergency prepara¬ 
tions and performance on the 
ground. 

Jim Burnett, foe safety board 
member supervising the inves¬ 
tigation, said foe engine explo¬ 
sion conceivably could have 
caused the failure of three inde¬ 
pendent hydraulic systems 
which come closest together in 
the plane's tail. But investiga¬ 
tors were still searching for 
parts of foe engine. Some mate¬ 
rial from foe tail area was found 
up to 95 kilometres from foe 
crash site. 

If foe engine explosion dam¬ 
aged foe hydraulics, foe key 
unanswered question rem ains ; 
what caused foe jet engine to 
explode? 

Among possibilities being 
considered: 

— A maintenance problem. 
Repair work was done in foe 
area of the engine a day before 
tbe flight. 

— Material from the engine 
itself or from another part of 
foe plane might have fiown into 
foe interior, aviation experts 
say. 

— Birds have also disabled 
engines in foe past, although 
engines must pass a test in 
which a chicken is thrown into 
foe intake. 




Sioux police stand guard over the wreckage of the United Airlines DC-10 which crashed attempting to 
make an emergency tending 


Federal regulations require 
that engines be built to with¬ 
stand any probable occurrence. 
But they need not be designed 
to survive a scenario that has 
less than a one-in-a-billion 
chance of occurring. 

They also are supposed to be 
designed so an ‘‘uncontained 


engine failure” will blow mate¬ 
rial out through the rear and 
away from tbe plane. The en¬ 
gine housing is supposed to be 
strong enough to prevent dis¬ 
lodged engine parts such as a 
fan blade from blowing into the 
passenger section - 
But aircraft are built to be as 


light as possible, and an explo¬ 
sive failure could have the force 
of a powerful bomb, in which 
case no housing would be 
strong enough to contain it. 

Airliners also most be able 
not only to fly but to climb with 
’one engine out. Single engine 
failures in flight are not un¬ 


usual, and if no other damage is 
done to die plane, a pilot usual¬ 
ly has tbe option of completing 
his flight. 

Flight 232 Pilot A1C. Haynes 
told investigators that the only 
means he had of controlling 
flight was to use engine thrust 
Applying power to both en¬ 
gines would make the plane go 
up, decreasing power would 
cause it to descend. 

Applying small amounts of 
power to one wing engine coukl 
turn the plane. Haynes told 
ground control he could only 
torn to the right, indicating 
control surfaces such as the 
rudder might have been stock 
in a position that prevented left 
turns, said Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) spokes¬ 
man Fred Farrar. 

The General Electric CF6- 
6D engines, used exclusively on 
DC-IOs since both foe planes 
and engines went into service in 
the early 1970s, pass all FAA 
requirements. 

The search for victims of foe 
crash has ended with foe death 
toll tentatively set at 110. Un¬ 
ited, meanwhile, announced it 
is visually inspecting all engines 
in its DC-10 fleet. 

“We feel comfortable enough 
that ... the search has been 
terminated for fictims,” said 
Gary Brown, spokesman for 
the Woodbnrycounty emergen¬ 
cy services. 

While officials were confi¬ 


dent Saturday that aU of foe 
bodies had been recovered, 
there still was disagreement on 
how many were killed. United 
said it was llO anti fhe NTSB 
said It w as 11 L 

But a NTSB spokesman, Ted 
Lopatioewiez, said at a news 
briefing late Saturday the agen¬ 
cy was “deferring to United. 
That doesn’t mean we agree. 
United is foe authority on this.” 

A list compiled, by the 
Associated Press of names sup¬ 
plied by United Airlines and 
family, friends and employers 
of foe victims had put the toll of 
dead and missing at 111. But 
two people listed with the same 
last name and slightly different 
first names were determmed to 
be tire same persqn. 

In Chariton, Iowa, mean¬ 
while, an Amtrak train carrying 
survivors of tbe United flight 
struck and kiHed a six-year-old 
boy as the youngster tried to 
free his bicycle that was stuck 
on the trades. . 

Jason Lee Howie was struck 
by Amtrak’s eastbound Califor¬ 
nia Zephyr after the train, had 
picked up several crash survi¬ 
vors at Omaha, Nebraska, said 
Amtrak spokesman Art Lloyd, 
who added that he did. not 
know how many survivors were . 
on board. 

fit Sioux City, the wreckage 
of .the wide-body jet remained 
sprawled over the airport as 
NTSB crews sifted wreckage. 



the island. 

“If it is your view that the 
a&eement should be construed as 
creating an obligation for the 
Indian army to remain in Sri 
Lankan territory without t he con ¬ 
currence and against foe express 
wishes of foe Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment, I... win have no option but 
to treat foe agreement as being 
inimical to Sri Lanka's sovereign¬ 
ty." Premadasa said in a letter to 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Premadasa has asked India to 
withdraw its 40.000 soldiers in Sri 
Lanka by the end of the month, 
but New Delhj has said a with¬ 
drawal could lead to more vio¬ 
lence. Relations between foe two 
countries have soured because of 
the stalemate. 


er more than about 200 strong, 
but controlled huge areas of Suri¬ 
name. 

By late 1986, the conflict had 
flared into a major war, with 
Brunswijk troops nearing Suri¬ 
name's capital, Paramaribo. 

About 7,000 war refugees, 
almost aQ bt&h negroes, fled the 
fighting to French Guiana. Most 
of the rebels, including Bruns¬ 
wijk, also are bush negores, de¬ 
scendants of West African slaves 
who form an ethnic minority of 
about 65,000. The arm has 
burned bush negro villages, and 
in 1986 massacred at least 35 bush 
negroes, suspecting them of aidr¬ 
ing rebels. 

There has been speculation 
that Branswijk was backed finan¬ 
cially by Booterse’s opponents 
among tbe 300,000 Surinamese 
living in the Netherlands. 


13 days 
with a shirt 

MANILA (R) A kwe miner 

who was trapped for 13 days loan - 
underground tunnel fofiowiag a 
mudslide said Saturday he sur¬ 
vived by eating his shirt. The 
Philippine news agency said 
Roberto Ungao-Lingao was. res¬ 
cued Friday after being trapped 
455 metres underground at a 
mine near the central Philippine - 
aty of Cebu. The news agency, 
which interviewed him in hospit¬ 
al, quoted him. as saying foal 
there was wateti bur no food n; 
the tunnel.'He 'said he ate Ms 
shirt and moved ns litrte as possi¬ 
ble to conserve his energy -u«3 - 
rescuers arrived. 

Prince of "whales’ 

BAIE-STH-CATHER1NE. 

Quebec (AP) Britain's Prince 
Andrew has becdtnc tbe prince of 
whales. BritainV Duke of York-. ■ 
and bis duchess,. Sarah Fcrjusw. 
adopted an endangered befogs : 
and named it whke Mischief. 
The couple rookHhe action Mon¬ 
day while on a whale-watching 
tour from this port on the St. 
Lawrence River about 200 
kilometres northeast of Quebec 
Gty. Tbe newest and largest 
addition to the royal family was 
not seen, however, and in fart has.; 
□oi been seen iince 1987. The 
royal couple, on 3 13-day CaAfr ~ 
dian tour, join 44 other people 
who have paid S5.000 each to 
adopt belugas while whales 
about 3.50 me ties long. Prince 
Andrew’s whale j however, was a 
gift from the Charlevoix Tourist 
Association. The adopt-a-bcluga 
programme helps fond studies of' 
the 500 whales who live in this 
part of foe polluted St. Lawrence 
River. 

Of Slnatra ; 
and his sduce 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — It - 
worked for actO Paul Newman, 
so Frank Sinair; has decided to 
market his own spaghetti sauce. 
Sinatra is helping form a com¬ 
pany to market Xtalian-srylc food, 
products, said hb spokeswoman, 
Susan Reynolds. The company is 
called Art arris — Sinatra spelled 
backwards — anil the first line of 
sauce is due out 4arly in 1990, she . 
said. "Over foe years I’ve re¬ 
ceived some nice compliments 
about ray cookfrtg.” Sinatra said 
in a statement. “A few years ago, 
we made some Ipasta. sauce for 
our friends during the holiday 
season and. it’s become a tradi¬ 
tion.” William’ J. Armanino, 
president of the San Francisco- 
based Armanino' Foods Distribu¬ 
tion Inc., mil act as chairman of 
foe company, Reynolds said. . 

Better sedond 
time arouhd 

RUSSELLVILLE, Arkansas ■ 
(AP) — Wanda and Henry Bran- 
nam lived in marital bliss for 17 
yeare, until they|discovered they 
were not realty married. Mrs." 
Brannam found put a week ago 
when she heard a news report 
about a May 1 Arkansas supreme 
court ruling thatidectared a mar¬ 
riage invalid befcause a divorce 
decree from a previous marriage 
was not filed until after foe 
second ceremony. "My husband— 
at first drought it was fanny, but 
when I told him he was sleeping 1 
on the couch because we weren’t' 
married, he started to pay atten¬ 
tion to me," she feaid. Mrs. Brait 
nam was divorced March 2,1972, 
and married Henry Brannam: - 
March 12. Her (divorce papers 
were not filed until March 33. She ^ 
worried that the tailing could en- 
danger the legd? rights of her 
14-year-old daughter. So foe 
Brannams wed a gain , on the. 
courthouse steps last week, with 
foe bride wearing white satia.’“I - 
hope it’s better the second time 
around." she said. 
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